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- ſtats of France, who cannot expe? 
relief from! any. under God, but this 
Xbbehom: ; bath moved me to publiſh thi 


little Treatiſe of their Perſecytions, and ſoon'-, 


er than 1 deſign'd, far that their total Ruin 
ſeems to be at band, From his Majeſties Care. 
of maintaining the true Proteſtant Relig oft 
in theſe Realms, and in ohedience to bis 
Command, the Lerds and Commons now 
Aſſembled” in Parliament, taking it into 


their conſideration which way.it may be ſet-_ 


led on ſure and unſoaken Foundations ; Thope. 
that this Zeal will ſhew.it ſelf as forward in 
' Protediing dbrogd that ſame Religian with. 
us profeſſed, in ſubſtance, (ſome Ceremouies. 
only omitted which are aſed in our Charth). 
as in preſerving. it uncorrupted from Popiſh * 
Superſtition. at home., not on!y Chriſtianity, 


but even Humenitgy, ud o Dr owt Intereſt « ob, 
"ging us $0, \intery ant oor behalf, © Fe 
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_ - :" .- The -Pretace; 
* And though 7know his Majefties Gracious 
and Generous Nature needeth not Preſidents 
or Examples to incite him to it, yet 7 cannot 
omit ſome paſſages in the Memoirs of the © 
Duke of Rohan, where he ſhows the Zeal 
both of K. James and K. Charles the I. 
for the Proteſtant Intereſt. 
King James in the yeav 1612, after 4 
League made with the Queen of France 
againft the Spaniard , hearing that the 
Edits relating to theProteftants were infrin- 
ged, be ſignified to the Queen, that if foe 
continued to perſecute them for their Religi- 
ou, that League ſhould no longer continue, 
becauſe, ſaid he, Nature teacheth when 
x. Lib, of we {ee our Neighbours afflicted for a' | 
the Duke thing that relates to us, - we ought to | 
of Rohans conſider the conſequents thereof, ſo as 


— 
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—_ '” to provide for it, 
— 5.4 The ſame worthy Author relates, that in {| 
Paris 1661, the ſecond War againſt the Proteſtants; |! 
the late King Charles, Anno 1627, in the | 
Third year of bis Reign, was ſo great a Pa- | 
tron of the Reformed Churches, as to inter- 
poſe as Mediator, and with the conſent of , 
Lib: 3. p. the French King, became their ProteQer or 
_ 184. & lib, Surety, that their Edids of Nants ſhould 
F- P- 212. remain Inviolazed. He further ſaith in bis 
fourth Book \ pag. 207. that the King of 
England, after a while," Searing that they 
were again unjuſtly oppreſied, ſent a Gentle- 
FRS 29 a 


y 


— 


ww 


dr 2yice Fave tet AA De om. Gn DS) 


The Preface? 


man, by Name Mr. De Vic, to declare 10 


the Duke of Rohan how much he was con- 
cer'd in the Perſecution of the Proteſtants, 
and required them on all occaſions to make 
their Complaints.to him ,, that as he was 
Caution for the Performance of the Edids, 
he might demand ſatisfa&ion for the Breach, 
and that in caſe the French King ſhould 
refuſe, he would imploy the ſirength of his 
Kingdoms, and expoſe bis own perſon in the 
vindication of the ſaid Edits. And in the 
fourth Book, pag.213. The Duke of Rohan 
writes, that the Duke of Buckingham being 
in the Port of Roche], ſent ts the Proteſtants 
, ove Mr. Beecher, Commiſſionated to tell 
them that the King his Maſter, bearing of 
the Oppreſſion of the Proteſtant . Party , 


(C whereof he counted himſelf a Mtmber ) Pag- 214+ 


and being moved with Compaſſion towards 
them, and finding bimſelf bound in Honour 
to Relieve them, he offers them his beſt ſuc- 
conr by Sea. and Land, proteſting that be 
would not proſecute any pretention of his 
own, but only the performance of things 


' promiſed them, 


Since then heretofore it bath been accoun- 
ted the Intereſt of England to Prote& the 
poor difireſſed Proteſtants in Policy, as well 
as 04 a Religious account , by our former 
Kings and Princes; T hope it will be efteem- 


ed ſo now, and that Gol will incline both 
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The Preface? 
by Majeſty, and all in Authority, to imitate 


them herein, Heteby ſhall his Majeſty pain 


a great dea! of Honour and Glory, render 
himſelf more torm:dable to his Enemies, and 


have a great Intereſt both in the Prayers and 


AﬀeTions of many thauſands of Souls, who 
for want of his. Protefion are daily made 
weary of their Lives, by the Slavery and 
Miſeries they endure for their Religion; 
ſad Catalogue whereof ( ſufficient to melt 
the hardeit heart) the enſuing Treatiſe will 
ſufficiently diſcover, all the paſſages being 
ColleFed cut of Authentick, Authors, or the 
Speeches and Addreſſes in Print made by 


the Deputy General and other Deputies of 


the Proteſtants from ſeveral parts 'of the 
Kingdom of France, to their moſ# Chri- 


| ftian king, as they Generally tearm him, 


| 
| 
| 


Perſecuted Proteſtants 


FRANCE. 


He Calamities the Reformed 
Churches groan under this 
day, are ſo numerous, whe- 
ther we conſider rheChurch 
1n general, or the particular 

Members of it, that to give a full view 

of them to the world, would be a work 
of great time as well as Labour; I ſhall 

| therefore 1n this Narrative, as compen- 

J]' Adioully as may be, offer to your view 

ſeveral inftances and caſes relating both. 

| to the Church in general, and ſeveral 
| worthy Perſons, who with an undaun- 

f ted Chriſtian courage and reſolution, 

| both have been, and at this day are ſut- 

4 AS. ferers 


\ 


; 


CY - 
; RE Ib > 


'HS 
-” 


__ The Deplorable Eſtate 
ferers for their Religion 3 all which in- 
ſtances are not to be conſidered ſimply 
inthemſelves,as Croſſes befalling ſome 
particular perſons, but as the ſpring 
head whence flow all thoſe miſeries, 
wherewith the Church at this time is 
almoſt oyver-whelmed,ſomany Families 
ruined, and reduced from plentiful E- 
ſtates to want of bread, and ſuch Pro- 
vinces and Cities filled with mourning 
and lamentation, as have been moſt in- 
nabited by them, ww 

The foundation whereon the Priyi- 
ledges and Liberties enjoyed by the 
Proteſtants are built, is on ſome Edits 
made at Nants by Henry the 4. King of 
France and Navar, and proclaimed after 
a ſolemn manner to be irrevocable and 
perpetually obſerved. in the month of 
April 1598, and was publiſhed in the 
Parliament of Paris, the 25 th of Febry- 
ary 1599. There were Edidts before this 
paſſed in favour of the Proteſtants du- 


ring the Reign of Hemry the 2. Francis 


the I. and Francis the 2, and by Charles 
the 9th, in the beginning of his Reign, 
in the Month of Fanuary 1561. where- 
by the Proteſtants had leave to aſſemble 
together to hear the Word Preached in 
all parts of the Kingdom, provided 
they met without their City Oo 
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Q 


CEILING Gece as 6.09; lrg. IA ot ed nt 


of the Pzoteſtants in France. 

The year following he made a ſecond 
Edie, permitting them to: Preach in 
their Cities 3 every Perſon nobly de- 


ſcended having likewiſe a priviledge_ 


granted him. of keeping a Miniſter to 


|» Preach and adminiſter the Sacraments; 


{ this Peace laſted til] the month of Sep- 


3 


tember, The ſecond Troubles broak 2. Wor. 


_ out in the year 1565, and ended in the 
| year 1568,the former Edid& being con- 
| firmed to them which was made in 
| 1562, juſtly cermed by the Proteſtants, 


the diſſembling or feigned Edit, as by 


what followeth will plainly appear 3 
for in the month of Auguſt, Anxo 1568. 


' the Third Troubles broke out, and 3, IWaf, 


continued unti] the Month of Auguſt 
1579, At which time the Proteſtants 
willingly imbraced (as they did at all 
other times) a peace, and in favour of 
them, the King publiſhed many Edias, 
which for brevity ſake I fhall nor here 
relate. Bur Satan the great Author of 
all Sedition, diviſion and cruelty, ſtir- 


| redupInſtrumentsto diſturb their peace . . 


on the 24 of Auguſt 1572. being St, Bar- 
tholomews day. a day never to be forgor- 
ten by Proteſtants, whereon they Ma(ſ= 
ſacred moſt trecherouſly , more than 
70 thouſand Proteſtants , ſo that the 
Streets of Parjs ran down with blood 
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4 The Deplorable Eftate 


TheAdniral and among them Admiral Coligny, and 
Coligny bs ſeveral perſons of great Quality, who 
— for that very end and purpole were in- 
a Trophy vited to the Court by that: T reacherous 
to Rome,as and Bloody Prince, under ſpecious pre- 
Thuanys de tences of kindneſs : This gruel and de- 
Carolo 9. ceitful PraQtice occaſioned a fourthWar 
Pa&-818- gr Commotion in the Kingdom, which 
4. War: was in the month of July 1573. appeaſ- 
_ ed by another Edi&, In Febr. 1574, the 

5. Far. fifth Commotion began, and many Pa- 
piſts in the Kingdom, by reaſon of op- 

preſſion, «joyned wich the Proteſtants 

in taking up Arms for the defence of 

their Priviledges, but theſe troubles 

ended jn 1576. their former Edidts be- 

ns augmented and confirmed, This 
advantagions Peace to the Proteſtants 

being made, at a general Convocation 

ofthe States 2t B/9is, on the 24. of No- 

vemb, I576. ain addreſs was reſolved 

to be made to tne King, that all Edias 

formerly made in favour of the Prote- 

ſtants, might be annulled, and only rhe 

Roman Catholick Religion be eſtabliſh- 

ed throughout the Kingdom. Unto 
tiisrequeſt the King at theſolicitations 

and earneſt preffing arguments ufed by 

them and the bloody Clergy (who on 

a}l occaſions were incendiaries.and ſtir- 

red him up both to Maffacring of his 

"T5 a Loyal 
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of the Pzoteffants in France. 
Loyal Subjects,and breaking of all pro- 
miles and Edits made to them) con- 
ſented, and confirmed it by Letters 
Patents the 25. Feb. 1577. Thele ſevere 


proceedings kindled a Sixth War, but 6. War 
- before the States were ſeparated, an E- ' , 


dick was given at Poidiers, in September 
1577. Whereby, though many Privi- 
ledges formerly granted to the Prote= 
ſtants were taken away, yet they out of 
a love to Peace, fubmitted to the Kings 
will and plcaſtre ; only by reaſon of 
the treachery they had met withal, 
they infiſted to have 8. Towns dUeliver- 
ed in hoſtage for$s, years, which was 
tne term of peace promiſed by theKing; 
but tae King crores to rhe maxim 
among the Papiſts, that no faith is to 
be kept with Hereticks, did not long 
keep tnis Peace inviolated, but endea- 
voured under-hand ina clandeſtine way 
their Ruin. Charles rneg. died in April 
1576. and Henry the Third Reigned in 
his ſtead 3 he was hardly warm in his 
Throne, but his bigotted Council put 
him on the doing many things equally 
enfringing the Liberties of Papiits as 
well as Proteſtants, whereupon a new 
War enſued, and the Duke of Alenſon 
headed rhem. In a little time they 
grew lo numerous and ſtrong, that the 
A . >. Wan 
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— The Deplorable Gate 
King, to prevent thoſe Evils which 
would inevitably accompany ſuch a 
War, hudled upa peace, confirming to 
the Proteſtants all former Edids, and 
to the Papiſts their former Priviledges 
granted by his Predecefſſors. Hexry 
the Fourth, King of Navarre ſucceeded 
kim in the Kingdom in the beginning 
of July 1591. The King confirmed the 
Edids made by the late King, September 
1577. in favour of the Proteſtants, and 


declared that he would maintain the. 


Priviledges formerly granted to them : 
Although on the 25. of Fuly 1593, he 
abjur'd his Religion, yet his tenderneſs 
to the Proteſtants( knowing their Prin- 
ciples to be ſuch as that he might ſafe- 
ly Reign and Rule, without fearing 
any diſloyal attemps, as afterwagds he 
found from the pretended mortified 
Monks and Jeſuits) was ſuch, that at 
Nants he proclaimed thoſe _ Edits 
whereon depends the only ſafety and 
priviledges the poor Proteſtants en- 
JOTs -— 

After the publication of theſe Edias 
at Nants, which as I havealready men- 
tioned, was Ann 1598. the King cauſ- 
ed a Publication hereof to be made 
throughout the whole Kingdom, and 
{ent Commiſſioners in all his Provinces 
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of the Pzoteſtants in France. . 
to, ſee them put into Execution, for 
the eſtabliſhing a firm Peace, which 
laſted+ſo long as this . worthy Prince 
tived, | 

This Edi& had a larger extent than 
any that had ever before been made in 
favour of the Proteſtants, and was 
pun&ually obferved during his Reign; 
He was ſtabbed by Ravillac,one by moſt 
imagined to be ſet on work by the Duke 
of Guiſe, for that in his houſe that Vil- 
lain had been privately Harboured for 
ſome - days before that Bloody Aq. 
Lewis the 43. ſucceeded him, but in- 
ſtead of being ſucha Friend to the Pro- 
teſtants, he uſed all ſeverity towards 
them ; in the beginning of his Reign, 
he raiſed an Army, took from them all 
Forts, or what ever Towns of ſtrength 
they had by an uninterrupted right 


many years in poſſeſſion ; but the King 


of England as Defender of the Faith, 
and conſequently concerned +in the 


wellfare of ſuch as profeſſed the ſame 


Faith, interpoſing in behalf of the 
Proteſtants on all occaſions, all former 
Edias made by K. Hexry the Fourth, 
were confirmed and ratified, 

 'The ſame Ediqs have likewiſe been 
confirmed by Lew the 14. wha at pre- 
ſent ſits in the Throne ofhis Anceſtors, 
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; The Deplorable Eſtate 
and in the year 1652, by Aa particular 
Declaration, doth ſo. much right to his 
Proteſtant Subjeds, as to conte(s they 
had given him proof of their Loyalty 
beyond what he could imagine, and 
hereupon Decreed, that all Ediets;, Or- 
ders, Declarations, or Proclamations 
whatloever,made ih their behalf, ſho} 
continuein tulltorceand vertue. threat- 
ning Withal, that whoſoever ſhould 
ine ro act contrary to this Decla- 
ration,ſhoulFincurhbis highdiſpleaſure, 
and be eſteemed a Traycerous Enemy 
tothe Kingdom. | 
He likewiſe enlarged this EdiQ, 
confirming to the Proteſtants the ti- 
tles of ſeveral Churcies waich had be. 
fore this been founded and built with 
an irreverſible Decree : the Romifh 
Clergy even then being very buſy, and 
endeavouring by all means imaginable 
to have them razed to the ground ;z, of 
later years that Viperous brood,to col- 
Jour the like malicious deſigns and at=- 
tempts, have found out, or rather in- 
ventented fome indire& ways, to give 
a ſemblance of juſtice toſuch practices, 
by accuſing the Proteſtants of having 
unjuſtly ereted new Churches ſince 
the Edit, hereupon requiring them to 
produce the titles of all their Church- 
ES 3 


of the P2oteftants in France. 


es; ithath been their practice of old 
onall occaſions to accule the Prote- 
ſtants, of pafling the bounds limiced in 
the Edi of Nants, and two comiſſio-. 
ners for this end were uſully choſen, the 
- one a Roman Catholick by the King 
the other a Proteſtant and elected by 
Proteſtants, the Kings Council being 
Umpire it at any time they ditfer*d. And 
hereby the RomiſhClergy,by ſpecious 


pretences of equity and juſtice, have 


dextrouſly carryed on their deſigns to 
the deſtrud:on and ruin of the Prote- 


ſtants; the injuſtice of whoſe proceed=- 


ings may by any impartial Eye be dil- 
cerned, if they conſider, that whereas 
the reformed Churches were wont to 
demand of the King a Commiſſioner tn 
be by him appointed, and then rhade 
their own choice of the other, where- 
by they might be relieved when ever 
oppreſt; the Clergy have refuſed the 
'perſon by them ele&ted, and choſen 
{ome other, whom they might either 


1, by his ignoranceeaſily guide their own 


way, or by reaſon of poverty with fair 
and large promiſes eaſily pervert. 

2. That of late years the Roman Ca- 
tholick Gomiſſioner hath uſurped a 


Priviledg to nominate his Partner,ſuch 


a one as the Clergy have judged _ 
| t 
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The Deplorable Eſtate 
fit to ſerve their deſigns; an 1 ſtance 
whereofl ſhall givein one Moxſieur Sigo- 
niac of the upper Guyenze , who was 


choſen by the Biſhop of Montauban con- 


trary to the will of che Proteſtants ſo. 
declared before the King. This Perſon 
however after ſuch time as he had done 
whatever the Biſhop and 'his Crew 
would have him, after he had robbed 
the Proteſtant Church of the lirthe trea- 
ſure they had todefray his expences, in 
following the buſineſs for which the 
Biſhop had choſen him, viz, their ruin, 
he changed his religion, as a recom- 
pence whereof, the Proteſtants were 
compelled to give him whatever he 
asked. Another example I have met 
withal which I cannot omit, the more 
clearly-to diſcover,the illegal proceed- 
ings of the Popiſh Clergy againſt the 
Proteſtants; One Monfieur de 1s Tapiſſerie 
of Burgogne, choſen commiſſioner the 


laſt year contrary to the will of the' 


Proteſtants, he was by bribes and pro- 
miſes of preferment induced to fign an 


AR for the Demolition of ſeveral of 


the Proteſtant Churches, whereof he 
profeſſed himſelf a member,and which 
ever had been eſteemed to be founded 
ON a good and juſt title ; this Genele- 
man hath of late from a remorce of his 
unjuſt 


' 


, of the Paoteſtants inyFrance 
unjuſt- proceedings confeſſed. that he 
was put into .the commiſſion. by the 
Teſuits, and for ſo afing, hadan annual- 
penſion-pay'd him by them. |, 

- .. 3, That whereas in ſuch Commiſſ- 

ons the one Commiſſioner cannot a& 
in the abſence of the other, and ought 
not -to a& without the conſent of. the 
other ; nevertheleſs. the Popiſh com- 
miſſtoner 15 now become abſolute Ma- 
ſter, and hath gotten the ſole power 
into his hands, and a prohibition.is i(- 
ſued forth forbiding the commiſſioney 
_ that ſhould tranſa@ for the Proteſtants 

to controul the will and pleaſure of 
_ the other. F | 

4. In that rhe Catholick Commiſſt- * 
oners are wholly at the devotion of the 
Clergy,1s clearas the light;zfor common 
ſenſeand laws of reaſon will,that ſince 
the Clergy is the Party accuſing, that 
they ſhew the times and circumſtances 
thereby to prove thele pretended u- . 
ſurpations, and to produce evidences 
for 'what they alledge; for all the 
world over in fuch caſes two things are 
required, firſt that he that ſhall Labour 
to diſpoſſeſs another of his poſſeſſion, 
ſhall ſhew by wiar power or vertue, he 
he attempts it.. Secondly that the 
perſon in poſſeſſion be kept 1n it, till 

es — S.-- ſuch 
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The Deplorable Eftate 
ſuch tjine as his adverſary ſhall prove 
by a more authentick teſtimony that 


he enjoys this poſſeſſion, not by right, + 
but uſurpation ;neverthelefs theſe fun- 
damental maxims of Common juſtice - 
are overthrown, which concern the. 


Proteſtants in Fraxce, as if they ought 
not: to participate in natural equity 
and juſtice. When ever the Clergy 
will diſpute or controul the Prote- 
ſtants in any thing, whether the titles 
of their Churches, or their liberties, 
they ſhall be heard with all patience, 
which liberty 1s denyed to the Prote- 
ſtants. They have compelled them 


_ to produce the original titles to their 


Churches, and to juſtify them, al- 
thongh for above 80. years their titles 
have been deemed good and inconteſt- 
able, and by the Law after 40. years 
quiet poſſeſſion the title is held to be 
good by the moſt rigorous inſpe&- 


ours : but beſides a long poſſeſſion en- 


joyed by the Proteſtants, it appears, 


"— - 
-_- 


and that undeniably, that King Hemry , | 


the 4. the year after the publication of 

the Edits of Nants, ſent Commiſſione. s 

into every Province, to inform hita of 

the. ſtate and condition of the Prote- 

ſtants, and under the hands of all civil 

Magiſtrates, both in Cities, Taum; 
| - all 
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- ofthe Peoteſtantsin France. 13 
andCountries,had Certificates brought 
him, which having nagwrowly examin- 
ed and deliberately conſidered, he con- 
firmed and allowed them the places of 
Worſhip they then poſſeſſed. Nay, 

" mire than this, Lews the 13. his ſic- * 
cefſor, ſent other Commiſſioners for 
theſame end and purpoſe in the year 
1620, iS - 

 _ Shall che Eftabliſhment or Title 

bftheſe Churches. then after ſo many 
confirmations be queſtioned? or is 
there any reaſon to dive aty more to 
tne bottom of them? or are com- 

 miſſioners now choſen better to be be- 
lieved, than they that were then em- 
ployed? have theſe a clearer ſight and 
inſpeaion into things then they ? But 
ſuppoſing that their Titles were by 
negligence loſt ih ſo great a revoluti- 
owot time, they not dreaming after ſo 
many years to have them queſtioned, 
with what Colour of juſtice can they 
take any advantage thereat? would they 
not in equity be relieved after that by 

commiſſioners in the ſpace of 20. 

years theſe Priviledges and titles were 

thrice examined and allowed, But 
beſides this they have much more to 
plead, for the diſorders by War, la- 
ving cauſed ſome Interruption in their 
| B2 Religt- 
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The Deplorable Eſtate 
Religious Exerciſes in many places, 
They procured an Authentick Decla- 
ration Anno 1622, a ſecond in. 1626, 
anda third in 1629, by which the Pro- 


_ teſtants had granted to them the free 


Exerciſe of their Religion in thoſe 'f' 
places which were allowed them-in 
1620. This1s expreſſed in the De- 
claration, An. 1626, and afterwards 


confirmed in 1629. So that we ſee in 


thoſe times the adverſaries of the Re- 
formed Church did not uſe fo narrow- 
ly to ſearch into the” Eſtabliſhments of 
the Proteſtant Divine Service ; it was 
then ſufficient ro know, whether they, 
were founded or had a being in 1620. 
the Kings Declarations then deciding 
all fuch malicious conteſts. | 
Moreover, in the years 1649, and 


1650, Lewis the 14. King of France, 


gave two Decrees, importing, that «the 
Proteſtants ſhould not be moleſted in 
the exerciſe of their Religion, nor in 
the poſſeſſion of their Churches, nor 
in any other priviledges , formerly: 
granted to them, but that they enjoy | 
all things as at che time of his Fathers | 
death. What reaſon then, or with 
what Juſtice can the Clergy give them 
tne trouble they do at this day ? 
Neither 1s this all theſe diſtreſſed 
| Pote- 
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 bfthe Pooteſtants in France. 
' Proteſtants have to alledge, for more 
thanfye parts of their Churches are 
now demoliſhed, -for, which chey can 
produce - authentick - and undeniable 
citles,:as will appear by the Regiſtry 
(4, oftheir:Chriſtenings,-and Marriages, 


roled ſucceſſion -of. Mineſtirs .before 
and ever ſince the Edits of Nants, ' by 
the account Books: of the Sallaries 
from time to time paid to the .Mint- 
ſters, all which are ſufficient evidences 
to the moſt ſcrupulous. Judges ,;. But 
+ the Romifh Clergy and their. Comn- 
mfſſioners, who willnot allow. of any 
| thing that may favour the Proteſtants, 
- although theſe  evigdences: and proofs 
before the Kings-Counci), and in their 
Courts of Parliament, have «been, -al- 
lowed of, although all the ſeveral De- 
crees and, Edits of Henry the 4. and 
all the tranſlations of the Commiſſio- 
ners 11 thoſe times,,.and during. tie 
Reign of the late King Lewis 13. hgv 
been examined, and narrowly. look 
into by as inveterate- Enemies of the 
Proteſtant Church,- and have been al- 


y 


lowed of as undeniable Teſtimonies 3 . 


yet of late years they will not paſs 
Maſter with them, but they accuſe the 
former Commiſſioners either of inad- 

B 3 vertency 


by tifeir Conſiftory Books, by the en- | 


15. 


_ Che deplorable Eftate | 
vertency, in not well examining of the 
titles, or want of underſtanding, or of 
partiality 3 thus have they found 'our 
a thouſand wiles to difallow what hath 
been formerly done, ſo that by ſuch 
fallacious means I may aver nothing - 
can have ſo good a. foundation. but 
they will ſhake it, if not overthrow ir. 

It were needleſs to produce proofs 
of this, they Glory in it themſelyes: 
among them a Monk of the Barnabite 
Order, and a Deputy* from: the Clergy 
of Bearn, boaſteth in Print, that of one 
hundred twenty three Places where the 
Proteſtants uſed- to aſſemble to hEar 
the word of God;F(all Churches well | 
founded) tle re remaned but Twenty, 
the reſt all demoliſhed. | 

Some Churches that have either by 
War or Fire, or ſome Reyolters , in 
whoſe bands the Records and titles 
lay, irrecoverably loſt'-them. As for 
Example, in Britagne Vitry and ſome ©- 
and although they have, not- 


Do 
_ witfeſtanding the loſs of their original 


Titles, given good proof of their 
Churches legal' eſtabliſhment : yet 


theſe Teſtimonies would not be allow- 


ed of, but they were condemned to- be 
demoliſhed by an order. of chis pr ſent 


King. Nat” 
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of the Pzoteltantg in France. 7 
There is no fence;againft their fo- 
hiſtry and malicious allegations; if 
the Churches are near the Sea, then 
they alledge, that by reaſon of their 
ſcituation, they: ought not. 'to, be al- yore thar 
lowed of, let their titles be. what they by the E- 
will, a$.4n Cerenta# in Normandy,. al- dit of 
though a Baliwick ; ſometimes they Yn ine- 
" - '* very Balt- 
ſay, that the Towns were . taken by it wickthey 
fulc during the Wars many examples have the 


hereof may. be given.z the Church. of priviledge 


Negrepeliſe ſhall. for, brevity ſake ſuf- ofa 
ee, which was praved bn have been in Church. 
their. poſſeſſion ever ſince the year 
that with all their ſubtlety and -cra 

they could not gainſay it, bu Their 
title though never ſp good, could, not 
hinder. it from being. demo Fedop 
farare they from being conErned; for 
what eyer the World ſhall, ſay of their 
unjuſt praetices, that they are, aprived 

to that height of impudence, as that of 
late, they haye made no difficulty of 
condemning one Church to be demo- 
liſhed, which is expreſly, mentioued 
in the 28 Article of the Ed1& of Nants, 
vis. Chauvigny in Poiftonz this ſevere 
Aﬀ paſſed on. jc the ſixth. gf Auguit 
1665, Hereby, may evidently. aPPFAr 
that the Court of France deſigns no- 

| B 4 © _ - gring 
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The Deplorable"Eftats * 
thing more than the ruin and utter ex- 
terpation of the Proteſtant Religion, 
ſince neither Edids, Declarations, or 
Decrees heretofore made, and often 
times confirmed, ſhall be valid ; and 
that it's not Uſurpations they fo gree- 
dily look at, but uſe thoſe terms only 
as a Cloak to 'their violent and illegal 
proceedings ; ; for a further diſcovery 
of which vile praftices I ſhall ſpecifie 


| ſeveral ſevere Decrees lately paſſed on 


Of the 
Churches 
that are 
demoliſh- 
ed. 


the Proteſtants, of threeſcore and one. 
Churches in Poicdon, there remaineth 
but one uncondemned , viz. Niort, 
obliging hereby above Eighty Thou- 
ſandSouls to Live without the exer- 
ciſe of their Religion, in the Country 
of Gex, of 23 Churches, they have 
ſpared byt two, and theſe they report 
only out of their clemency, ſo that 
they lieopen to" the adverſary to' be 
taken away at pleaſure. In Guienne, of 
fourſcore Churches there remain bur 
three uncondemned by the Catholick 


commiſſioner, who is wholly governed 


by a Jeſuit named Meſnier. 
In Briteny they have condemned, a!l 
Vitre not*excepted, according to the 


"Council of the Marquis de Choftelet, in 


| his Book of PORCERS concerning: the 


Hugonits, | | 


In 


of the Pzoteſtants in France. 
' «In Normandy, they have with the 
like fury profecuted them, that few are 
left, except at Rouen, Caen, and Deep, 
In Provence of 15 or 16 Churches, re- 
main only 2 ur 3. Let me now then 
put appeal to any rational mans Jutlg- 
ment whether it is probable that 10 
many Churches now become heaps of 
Rubbiſh, had only uſurped, and not 
Juſt titles? as if in Poigon there were 
but one that were legally eſtabliſhed, 
and all the reſt had no juſt foundations, 
the like may be faid in other Provinces. 
Languedoc, and Leaenes, and Vivarets, 
and Dauphine, are likewiſe filled with 
complains for ruined and deſolate 
Churches, not having a fourth part in 
theſe reſpetive Counties left them of 
what they enjoyed, not to name thoſe 
of Zantonge ,' Angaulmois, and Aulnix, 
which are 11; the black Boook ready to 
be condemned, and ſixty others where- 
of they have butlittle hopes. Is there 
any reaſon to think that theſe Church- 
es: had their Titles not been good, 
would have been fo long ſpared, that 
none of the Popiſh Clergy would have 
had a fling. at: them till now, or have 
complained of ſuch Uſurpations? none 
that knows them or their malicious 
mings can think ſo. * | 
er In 
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The Deplorable -Eftate -. 
- Inthe National Synod held at Mont- 
pellierg Aano 1599, the ſum of one hun, 
dred and 20000 livers given by the 
King, as a ſtipend for Miniſters, was 
divided after the proportion. of 760 


E Churches , without reckoning places 


Priviledged, with liberty of Preaching, 
as many Mannors, Cities, and Bayli- 
wicks, or thoſe that were ordered to 
be reeſtabliſhed by the Edi publiſhed, 
Anno 1577. how few remain of this 
great number., the ſad Catalogue of 
the Ruined Churches will diſcover, 
which I ſhall annex at the: cloſe of this 
Narrative, 4 


The Churches that hirherto haye er 


ſcaped their fury are in a continual ex» 


— 
_— 


peRation of beingdeſtroyed, thier titles | 


being no better than thoſe that are be- 
come ruinous heaps,nay, many of thoſe 
Churches are left untouched, whoſe 
Titles may be with the greateſt difh- 
culty cleared, and conſequently at 


their pleaſure, under ſome pretence of 


Juſtice,” be ' demoliſhed, or elſe ſuch 


are'left, as are the moſt inconveniently | 


fcituated', as in Marſhes or low 
£rounds, which are often overflown,or 
elſe impaſſable in the Winter, deprive 
ang by ſuch means many good Chriſti- 
ans from a poſſtbility of hearing the 

_ ward 
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of the P2oteſtants in France. 3K 
word, inſomuch that in many places 
theſe 'poor creatures are forced to tra- 
vel forty five Miles to hear a Sermon, 
* 'Gr to baptize their children, which * It is net 


often die by the way 3 and by reaſon permitted 
of 'the many Churches"demoliſhed, | hp 


thoſe that are: ſtanding are not able to have their 


pilts being enraged to ſee fuch great Ces 
Aſſemblies, have brought their com- olgrns = 
plaints to the King, and ſome perſons hy the £-: 
of Quality have been impriſoned, as-di&s of 
Madam de Reywier, who being amongſt Nants are * 
others accuſed, was ſent to the Baſtille in WPPointed 
Paris, and for ſome time kept in ſuf- worſhip, 
pence of her life; the Crime.laid to © 
her charge being only for having been 
preſent at an Aſfembly 1a her Pariſh of 
Iſſoudun in Poifou, a Church now demo- ['! 
Iſhed, which had above 3000 Com=- | "kk 
municants 3 ' after this Lady had re- Li: 
mained a conſiderable time Priſoner, 
the was baniſhed the Province. 
* The barbarous and inhumane man- 
ner of Executing theſe cruelties, in the 
deſtroyingoftheir Temples is alſo very . 
remarkable, for they are not only fati(- 
fed with their being demoliſhed, bue 
they will oblige the Proteſtants them 
ſelves ro deſtroy them, that they may 
become equally guilty with theſe oY 
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The Deplorable. Eſtate 
lains, of ruining thoſe places dedicat- 

ed to the Service of the moſt High God: 
And becauſe many would not afliſt, or 
have a haud in ſucha Dijabolical Work 
their houſes have been plundred, and. 
- Jaid level with the ground, and great: 
Fines have been laid on them beſides ;: 
This hath been the caſe of many per- 
ſons of Quality in PoiGou. 
Theſe inſatiable men have not been 


, - fatisfied with theſe ſevere proceedings: 


againſt the Churches, but with the like 
- fury have they affaulted- all the Prage- 
ftant' Academies and Schools, with 


- -which the whole Proteſtant Intereſt 


cannot but fall : whence ſhall they be 
ſupplied with Miniſters if the Nurſ- 
ſeries wherein they are bred up be de- 
ſtroyed ? The Academy of Puis Laurence 
eſtabliſhed at Montaubon formerly,, was 
removed out of this very deſign to ru- 
in-it the more eaſily, as appears, the 
Romiſh Commiſſioners having of late 
condemned it,.6& lieth now-in Jeopardy 
before theKing and Council: The Uni- 
verſity of Sanumuc is in the like danger, 
howbeit the'foundations of theſe Uni- 
 verſities are firm and ſolid; for beſides. 
{ quiet poſſeſſion of 70: years, and ac- 
cordigg to the Edidt of Nants; and other 
Edicts, Henry the 4. 6 Lewy the 13, they 
wereallowed & confirmed, Henry 


of the P2zoteftants in France. 
-. Henry the 4. comprehended them in 
the Gift he made them, 4nno 1599.and in 
the Articles of Peace by Lew the 13. to 
thoſe of Montaubon they were again rati- 
fied, and he formally promiſeth to con- 
tinue his bounty for: the maintaining 
their Academy and. Colledges.  Like- 
wiſein his anſwer to Cahter in 1611, the 
19, Article he grants to the Academies 
of Saumur and Montaubon the ſame Privi- 
ledges, Immunicies,and Prerogatives,as 
other Academies in theKinsdom enJoy- 
ed according to thewill & intention of 
King Henry 4, expreſſed in his anſwer to 
Cabier Anno 16602. the 4. Article. Yet all 
theſe Engagements 6G: obligations both 
of Conſcience and Honour, cannot prevall 
on theſe men to ſhow the leaſt huyranity. 
Whereas by the Edits of Nants 
the 27. Article the Proteſtants were 
to be admitted into all offices and 
Comminds ; . and by the declaration 
_ of Lewis the 13, Ann, 1629. which 
ſaid Declaration this preſent King 
hath declar'd fhould be duly obſerved; 
and by the IT. Article in the Treaty oi 
Peace at Montaubon,it 1s expretly aliow- 
el; yet contrary to ali theſe edits and 
Declarations, they are now declared 
\ uncapableofany ofhice or Empioyment 
' -. Whatſoever; or at Montaubon, Mompe!- 

| | ©" her; 
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| + © The Deplorable Eſtate 
lier, Milbaud, Realmont, Saverdun, Maut 
veſin, Caſtelialoitx, and many other plas, 
ces, the poerProteſtants in all Provinces 
| by rhis means being ſo oppreft that 
both their lives and fortunes are expo- 
ſed dayly to the barbarity of their 
Fees” ln, 

The Romiſh Clergy do not deny 
but by the Edid of Nants the Proteſtants 
ought to be admitted into publick Em- 
ployments and offices, bur they main- 
tain that it's contrary to right, both 
Divine, c1vi], and canonical ;'to Divine 
right, becauſe-it*s' contrary to the de- 
cency of the Romiſh Catholick Intereſt, 
that the faithful ſhould bring their 
Controverſies before Infidels.and as St. 
Paul to the Corinthians, it's contrary to 

the civil Right, for thathe forbids them 
to place jn any offices of truſt or ho- 
nour ſuchas are Enemies unto thefaith; 
thus theſe implacable Enemies of the 
Proteſtants.as they have indeavoured to 
take from them their ſpiritual bread,ſo 

have they likewiſe lJaboured to take 

fromthem their temporaland corporeal 

bread; for beſides keeping them out 

of all offices of profit -or honour, they 

exclude them from ſeting up any trade 

or Nrofeſſon, unleſs they abjure their 

Religion, whether Shoomakers, T9 

ars, 


of the Pzoteſtants in France. 
Jors, Apothecaries, &c. ſo that in ma- 

ny Provinces of France the Proteſtant 
Artificers are brought to beggary and 
want of bread; theſe proceedings are 
likewife dire@ly contrary to all the E= 

\F* dias both of Henry the 4. Lewis the 13. 
\ and this King now Reigning, thoſe e- 
dids indeferently admitting the Pro- 


teſtants as well as others into Publick - 


Charges, Offices , Dignities, and em- 
ployments, but alas in lieu of theſe 
priviledges, many of the Proteſt ants 
are Baniſhed, others have had their E- 
ſtates ſeized and Confiſcated, others 
, have been (courged by the hanus of 
the Hangman, ſome of them after their 
death, have been taken out of their 
Graves and dragged along the Strerts 
on ledges, as at Foxtenay Le Conte. A 
Gentleman having a little betore his 
death abjured the Errours and Herefies 
of Rome, was thus uſed after his death, 
his Wife was moſt barbarouſly uſed for 
tollowing his example and for educa- 
/\. ting her Children in the ſame faith, and 


the Miniſter before whom this abjura- 


tion was made was ſeized on and caſt 
into Goal for ſome conſiderable tim®. 
And leſt the number of Converts 
ſhouldtoo faſt increaſe, an FU1& paſ- 
ſed on the 24 of Arguſt 1666, called 
| the 


” 


25 


f "9: 391 7 © OIGS mY dt: 


The Sctvctks þ Eftate : 
the Edit de Relaps, whereby ſuck as 
have once embraced-the Roman'Cathgs 
lick Religionare on. peril of a perpes 
tual Baniſhmenec forbibden to return | 
to the Proteſtant Ghurch. '* » 

What an unpacallel'd tyranny is this, \y. 
thus to wrack the Conſciences of poor || - 
men, to conſtrain them by force to 
play the Hypocritesto appear viſible 
Papiſts, having through ignorance been || 
deluded, when In their Hearts they || « 
are truly ſenſible of their Ertours, and, || | 
. but for fear, would readily turn to the | 
Proteſtant Church. | [n the execution 
of this cruel EciQ, ſo eager and vio- 
lent have they been, that they have pu-F' 
mſhed many from returning from Po-_ 
pery to the Proteſtant Religion, even 
before this Edit came forth, as one 
named fobn Gayrard, who having turn- 
ed Papiſt op the Second of Auguſt 
1662. And.che year before this Edit, 
being convi Iced of his Errontous and 
Heretical Religion, he became a Pro- 
teſtanc, for this he was condemned in 

' the Parliament of Tholouſe, to be led 
. by the Hangman, with a Rope a- 
bout his Neck, 'only in his Shirt, 
bare headed 3nd bare *footed before 
the Cathedral Church of Montanbad, 
and at the conclufion of High- Maſs, on 

| his 
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his knees, to beg pardon of God and th© 


: King, after this he was fined and baniſhed z- 
| this Procedure is directly contrary to the 
1 - | 9. Article of the Edi& of Nantes. | 
In ſhort, none can imagin the deſolati- 
, 19.908 in many Families, by reaſon of theſe 
r | Barbarous declarations,on the deceaſe of a 
> | Father, or Mother, if in times paſt they 
e || have either of them been Roman Catho- 
a | licks, although they have before their 
y | death adjured the Hereſies of Rome, and 
, | before this Declaration, yet the Children 
© || have been taken away by violence from 
n || the ſurviving Parent, to be bred up in the 


Idolatrous Worſhip of the Church of 
- )F *Roiue. They have thus Robbed ſome Pa: 
= | rents of their Children, and cartied them 
1 | away into Cloyſters and Monaſteries,- and 
e || obliged the Parents to allow them Penft- 
- | ons, ſuch as themſelves ſhall think fit. 

f An Example we have of this in a Gen- 


» | tlemanof Bourgondy, named Mr. de Favor, 
1 | becauſe his wit became a Roman Catho- 
” | lick, 7 or 8 years paſt, they took from him 
1, three Children; one of them being of 12 
1 or 1 3 years old, forſook his Mother, being 


deſirous to profeſs the Proteſtant Religion, 
fled to his Father, but was in few days by 
force fetched away out of his Arms by 
twelve Purſtivants, arid he threatned he- 
ver to fee his Chitds face; more : _— 

! © Irs 
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ſuch like examples could I give z one Bn+ 
der of Rouen, a Painter, was thus Robbed 


of his Children ; but herewith they reſt not 
ſatisfied, but have of late years deprived 


Parents of their Children, where both of 


them have been bred up, and continued in 


the profeſſion of the Proteſtant Religion, ' 


by ſuch unjult and barbarous dealing, moſt 
Cities and parts of the Kingdom where 
the Proteſtants inhabit, being become diſ- 
mal and ſolitary with Mourning and La- 
mentation. Theſe tranſactions have been 
not only connived at by Authority, but en- 
couraged ; and at Roxer in the Parliament 
a Decree paſſed for the taking away of a 
young Gentlewoman (whoſe Parents lived\ 
and died in the Proteſtant Religion) from 
her Friends, contrary to her declared will 
and conſent, to be educated in the Romiſh 
Church under ſuch a Guardian as the Bi- 
ſhop ſhould appoint. 

Unto this Declaration de Relaps (as 
they {tile it) they have added another a- 
gainſt Blaſphemers, which as they Inter- 


_ pret reacheth ſuch as ſhall ſpeak ang 
 Miſteries of their Religion; an act of 

great importance, and which is the cauſe | 
of innumerable Evils to the Proteſtants, | 
for their Miniſters, their books of Contro- | 
vercy, nay, for their Private Diſcourſes | 


of Religion, they are hereby liable on all 
; Occa- 
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occaſions to be condemned for Blaſphe- 
my, where the Romiſh Clergy ſhall be the 


Judges. 

And whereas b 
there was a Chambre de 
8 Edith or mi-parte , that 
is a Court of Judicature, 
where all matters rela- 
ting to the Proteſtants in 
matters civil or criminal, 
were definitively deter- 
mined as may appear by 


Edict of Nants, whereby 
the Judges are Decreed 


the E 


i”. 


the 3+ Articles in the 


dit of Nants, 


This is confeſſed 
in 4 Book Intifu- 
led *an Explicati- 
on of the Edit of 
Nants, written by 
a Papiſt, one Mr. 
Bernard , the- 
Kings Councel- 
louy ac Bexiers , 
Printed. ar Pars 
by the Kings Prin- 
ter, Page 144+ 


to be. halt of them Pro-: Hutt 

teſtants, and the other half of them Ro- 
man Catholicks, to the end that Juſtice 
might impartially be done to all parties, 
as is expreſſed in the 30; Article. , But the 
Clergy, the better to compaſs their great 
deſign, which is the abſolute Ruin of the 
Proteſtants, have by their Intereſt. in 
Court, procured an Graer from the King. 


| and his Council, forbidding this Court of 


Juſtice to take any cognizance about Re- 
volters or Blaſphemers ; but that the Par- 
liament alone ſhall determine what ought 
to be done; which by the continual applica- 
tions of the Clergy, arc ready to condemn 
what ever comes before them; ſo that 
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ſuch like examples could I give; one Bi 
dey of Rouen, a Painter, was thus Robbed 
of his Children ; but herewith they reſt not 
ſatisfied, but have of late years deprived 
Parents of their Children, where both of 
them have been bred up, and continued in || © 
the profeſſion of the Proteſtant Religion, ' ; 
by ſuch unjult and barbarous dealing, moſt 
Cities and parts of the Kingdom where 
the Proteſtants inhabit, being become diſ- 
mal and ſolitary with Mourning and La- 
mentation. Theſe tranſactions have been 
not only connived at by Authority, but en- 
couraged; and at Roxer in the Parliament 
a Decree paſſed for the taking away of a 
young Gentlewoman (whoſe Parents lived 
and died in the Proteſtant Religion) from 
her Friends, contrary to her declared will 
and conſent, to be educated in the Romiſh | 
Church under ſuch ' a Guardian as the Bi- 
ſhop ſhould appoint. 

Unto this Declaration de Relaps (as 
they {tile it) they have added another a- 
gainſt Blaſphemers, which as they Inter- 
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Miſteries of their Religion. an act of 
great importance, and which is the cauſe | 
of innumerable Evils to the Proteſtants, | 
for their Miniſters, their books of Contro- | 
vercy, nay, for their Private Diſcourſes | 
of Religion, they are hereby liable on all 
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occaſions to be condemned for Blaſphe- 
my, where the Romiſh Clergy ſhall be the 


' Judges, 


And whereas by the Edi of Nants, 


there was a Chambre de © 


8 Edit or m-parte , that 
is a Court of Judicature, 
where all matters rela» 
ting to the Proteſtants in 
matters civil or criminal, 
were definitively deter- 
mined as may appear by 


EdiCt of Nants, whereby 


the 34+ Articles in the. 


This is confeſſed 
in a Book Intitu- 
led *an Explicati- 
on of the Ediftof 
Nants, written by 
a Papiſt, one Mr. 
Bernard , the- 

Kings Councel- 

lou ac Bexiers, 
Printed, at  Par;s 
by the Kings Pfin- 


the Judges are Decreed *©, Page 144- 
to be half of them Pro-, _ i 
teſtants, and the other half of them Ro- 
man Catholicks, to the end that Juſtice 
might impartially be done to all parties, 
as is expreſſed in the 30; Article. . But the 
Clergy, the better to compaſs their great 
deſign, which is the abſolute Ruin of the 
Proteſtants, have by their Intereſt. in 
Court, procured an Grder from the King. 
and his Council, forbidding this Court of 
Juſtice to take any cognizance about Re- 
volters or Blaſphemers ; but that the Par- 
liament alone ſhall determine what ought 
fo be done; which by the continual applica- 
tions of the Cletgy, are ready to condemn 
what ever comes before them; ſo thar 
: C 2 ous 
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this Chambre dc I Edi, is. now wholly tas 
| kenaway in molt Provinces, as at Pars 
and Rowen, and elſe where, expreſly con- 
trary to the Edits of Nants, which being 
compoſed of.g2 Articles, hath 38 exprelly 
relating to this Court of Juſtice. 

This great priviledge being thus abroga- 
ted, their Lives and Eftates are at the Mer- 
cy of their Mercileſs Enemies ; the Arch» 
biſhops and Biſhops having the liberty at 
their pleaſure to fit in Parliament, where- 
by the intereſt of the Clergy becometh ſo 
conſiderable, that they carry all before 
them, and whatever they do againſt the 
Proteſtants they account a Sacrifice well 
pleaſing to God. _ 
As at Tholouſe The injuſtice done by theſe 
Roven,Renes, Parliaments againſt the Pro- 
Bourdeaux, teſtants is not conceivable, } 
Tat Province Tauch leſs 'to be expreſſed; 
1jon & Mets. 2nd all other Courts of Judi- 
cature follow their crvel Examples ; forſf 
every petty Judge in the Country hath no 
other way to render himſelf famous but b 
Perſecution, As the Judge of Mezzeres 
commanided for a Rule to be generally ob-| 
ſerved, that all of the Reformed Religion 
ſhould fall upon their Knees, when the lit- ] 
tle Bell ſhonld Ring, going before their | 
Hoſt or Sacrament, which they carry to} 
Sick people in their Solemnity, and Mr. | 

| « Femault | 
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Femault, Lieutenant General of Drexx , 
cauſed Daniel Sibille, a Proteſtant Miniſter 
#s | of Fontaines, to be carried away Priſoner, 
n-| his Chamber to be rifled, and his body to 
sf be caſt into a: dark Dungeon, where he 
ly kept him a long while, and would not re- 
"i *leaſe him till he had paid a great Fine, to 
a-j| puniſh him as he pretended, becauſe he had 
r-}| been one of twenty that had five years be- 
1-j| fore accompanied a dead Corps to the 
tf] Grave, ſo that the Proteſtants now can 
e-l| have no hopes of any Juſtice, not only in 
ſofl thoſe matters that relate to tncir Treaties, 
ref} Edits, and Royal Declarations, and 0- 
el ther particulars relating to their Liberty of 
13 , Conſcience, but alſo in civil Matters ; and 
when they appeal to the King or his Coun- 

ef cil, where their affairs are finally conclu- 
2-8 ded, they cannot be heard. | 

el It hath often happened that ſome Depu- 
|: ties of Provinces or Cities ſent by them to 
-& make known their Grievances, have re- 
rj ceived an Expreſs Order from the King 
off toreturn home, before they could come 
1} t0 declare their buſineſs ; after this man- 
5M ner Mr. De Vignolles, appointed by the Pro- 
-& vince of the lower Languedoc, was uſed 
nF when he went to Parzs, to complain of the 
- 3 ill uſage the Proteſtants had met withal ; 
r 3 he was no ſooner arrived at Parts, but one 
oF of the Kings Purſuiyants was diſpatched to 
| | | G3 him, 
- | 
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him, commanding him to depart the City 
in cight days on pain of Imprifonment, 


Likewiſe Mr. Faife, whom the Inhabi- 


tants of Privas had ſent with their Or- 
ders, as ſoon as he did appear, the Captain 
of the Kings Guard commanded him in 
the Kings name to depart inftantly on the} 
like peril of Impriſonment. Pa 

' And when the Province of lower Guienne 
had fent Mr. Sarras to repreſent their grie- 
vances to the Court, he receiyed a private 
Letter under the Kings Seal, forbidding 
him to come to Court. Many more ſuch 
Prefidents might, be alledged ; and if ſome 
have been ſucceſsful after many difficul- | 
gies, and affronts, and injuries, when they |, 
come to have their cauſes heard, many | 
times no Advocate dare appear to plead | 
their cauſe; and whey heard, let them 
bring never ſaſtrong arguments, and uſe | 
never ſo much reaſon, they have been at 
laſt ſighted and rejected, and their moſt 
apparent. proofs ſcorned ; whereas the 
leaſt ſurmiſes of their Adverſaries have | 
been counted good. They have ſome- 
times ſpent whole years to purſue their af-' 
fairs, and in .cxpeRation of Audience , | 
whereas Sentences obtain'd againſt them * 
by the Clergy, have been diſpatched in 1 
leſs than 24 hours. Nay, many times af- 7 
ter long waiting and great charges , the | 


Pro- | 


t 
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Proteſtant Agents have been forced to re- 
turn home with the ſad tidings of the loſs 
of their Juſter cauſes. | 

After this manner , the Conſciences, 
Goods, Honour, and the very lives of 
theſe poor Chriſtians are expoſed to the 
cruelty of their mercileſs Enemies on a 
thouſand occaſions, without any help or 
hope of Juſtice. A Roman Catholick may 
at his pleaſure deſtroy a Proteſtant ; wit- 
neſſes are never wanting, the Kings At- 
tourny Generals, or their Deputies, or the 
Biſhops Syndicks, or the Judges for the ' 
Convents or Eccleſiaſtical Chapters, will 


never fail to proſecute; ſome have been 


condemned to be chained to the Pillory, 


ſome have been fined an hundred French 


Livers, or 10.1. Engliſh, for having made 
mention of a Story related by ſundry Au- 
thors how a Prieſt endeavoured to cheat 
the World with a falſe Miracle, by cauſing 
a Vine to pierce through the head of an I- 
mage, which being cut in the time of year 
that the Sap mounts upwards, the Sap 
would drop at the Eyes, whereat the poor 
people were deluded, thinking the Image 
had without ſuch Art wept of it ſelf. This 
paſſed a conſiderable time for a great Mi- 
racle, but at length the Cheat was diſco-_ 
Vered; 


C4 Ano- 


32 The Deplorable-Effate * 

Another Proteſtant was forced to ſtand 
in the Pillory, and was amerced for having 
ſajd, that God had buried a Saints Body 
for fear his Bones ſhould be adored; and 
that when the Devil offered to take them, 
an Angel from God withſtood him, ſaying, 
The Lord rebuke thee ; this: we find in Ho- 
ly Writ, Deut. 36. 6. and] in the Epiſtle of 
St. Fade, V. 9. 

Another was caſt into Priſon, becauſe | 
he had ſaid that the Roman Prieſts hid 
their lights under a Buſhel. 

Another was after the like manner pu- 
niſhed, and condemned to pay a confidera- 
ble Fine only for ſaying that the- Crofs 
they worſhip was but a piece of Wood. 

If any Proteſtant hath an Enemy of the 
Roman Catholicks, or a Suit in Law, he 
ſhall moſt aſſuredly be accuſed for having 
ſ poken amiſs of the Pope, of the Maſs, or 
the Virgin Mary, and their falſe witneſſes 
are ever ready, which being Sworn, they 
loſe their cauſe; an4 if theſe witneſſes 
be convicted of Perjury, they are ſeldom 
punithed, or ſuch light puniſhments are in. 

fied, as ſerve rather to en.bolden them, 
than terriſy. As the Prieſt of Eymer in 
Guierne, when he had accuſed a great ma- 
ny of the Inhabitants of that place for hT- 
ving profained the holy Mytſterics of the 
Zhurch of Reme, , the Judges | found the 
| Accu- 


( 
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Accufation to be falſe, but though it tend- 
ed to the deſtruction of the lives and goods 
of many of the Inhabitants, yet he eſcaped 
unpuniſhed | OY 

The Prieſt of Chatelraut accuſed a poor, 
innocent, harmleſs Damſel, of having ſpo- 
ken of the King in a diſreſpeAful manner ; 
for which ſhe was in danger of having her 
Tongue cyt out, and being whipped by 
the common Hangman, the Judges diſco- 
vered this Prieſt to be a Villain, and a falſe 
Accuſer, however nothing was done unto 
— 
Likewiſe Mr. De la Touche was accuſed 
by the Abbot of La Chapelle, before the 
Parliament at Keyes, to have taken a Cha- 
lice out of a Church, for which he was 
burnt alive by the order of that Parlia- 
ment; and fince, his Innocency hath ap- 
peared, and he found guiltleſs of the Fa& 
by the Execution of the right Offender ; 
however they have done nothing to repair 
the injury done to his name and memory, 
bu: declared, for that he was a Heretick 
he had deſerved it. 

Neither the Parliament of Th/onſe hath 
taken any. notice of a wicked Varlet that 
took a falſe Oath againſt a Merchant of 
Micntaubon, that he had ſpoken amiſs of 
the bleſſed Virgin. 

* The Miniſter of Paſar;e, one Mr. Re- 
| birt ait, 
of 
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bineat, was likewiſe falſly accuſed by an 
Aaguſtin Fryer and a Curat, to have 
preached up ſcdition, and for this pretend- ' 
ed Crime only, he was kept many Months 
inthe Priſon at Poz#:ers; and though at 
laſt his Accuſers were convicted for falſe 
accuſations, he could have no Satisfaction '| \ 
For all his ijufferings. Mr. Borie Miniſter 
of Turezne was alſo cruelly hangled,he was 
caſt into a deep Dungeon, pur in Fetters, 
threatned with Death, treated ina moſt in- 
humane manner for a whole year, and at 
laſt was Banithed for ever, by an order of |i 
the Parliament of Bourdeaux , only be- | 
cauſe, as they ſay, he uſed ſeveral expreſſh. 
ons in his Sermons which might ſeem re-\\M , 
flecting on the Honour of the Virgin, 
whereas he ſaid nothing elſe in his Ser- 
mon, but this, that none but Jeſus Chriſt | 
was Born without fin, 0 
The Baily of Privas was never puniſhed, 
although he had been convicted before the | 
Judges of Yvarets, for having raiſed and | 
encouraged falſe accuſations againſt many | 
of the Inhabitants of Privas, whom he ac- | 
cuſed to have hindred their Brethren from'} 
changing their Religion by terrifying their | 
Conſcicuces. | ; 
A Prielt of \Viort was convicted before | 
the King and his Council for having ſalſt- 
'fyed an order for the demolition of the 
+ gk Tro- 
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Proteſtant Church of Nyort,which was in- 
tended againſt rheChurch of /er,but was 
not puniſhed -in the leaſt, Never was 
there a bolder attempt made before the 
King and Council; but inſtead of treatin 
him according to his Merits, they levghen 
at what was done, A thouſand ſuch in- 
ſtances might be given, but for brevity- 
ſake I ſhall mention no more. 

When ſuch notorious crimes appear be- 
fore the Judges, they declare that the Ro- 
man Catholick Church muſt be preſerved, 
not conſidering the incumbent duty upon 
them of puniſhing ſuch vile Offenders, and 
doing Juſtice to all that come. before 
them. 

But that their deſign is to ſuppreſs theſe 
poor Proteſtants by all manner of unjuſt 

and violent means is moſt apparent, that 
being thus wearied by continual vexations 
and miſeries, they might at laſt the more 
eaſily be enclined to yield to the ſtrength 
of temptation, to ſeck the freedom of 
their Bodies by the ruin of their Conſci- 


_ ences and abjuration of the Goſpel. 


They give all manner of freedom to the 
Prieſts and Monks, whoſecarriape is very 
inſolent, and prone to inſult over the poor 
Proteſtants ; they are the perſons that Ex- 

_ecute the ſevere and unjuſt Decrees and 
Orders of the King againſt them, as in 

| Poitton, 

. 
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Poifton, where the Prieſts, of any, were 
the moſt eager and diligent in the deſtroy- 
ing th=ir Churches, razing their very f6un- 
dations, overthrowing ſeveral private 
hovſes, rifling the Caſtles of ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen and perſons of Quality who pro- 
feſſcd the Reformed Religion. If unhap- 
pily any diviſion were in private Families 
between Man and Wife, or other Relati- 
ons, theſe fire-brands and fomenters of 
ſtrife, (a certain ſign or mark, as our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour frequently ſpeaketh, of whoſe 
off-ſpring they are.) would come to offer 
the Protection of the Church. If a man 
is poor, and brought to beggary , they 
promiſe him protection againſt his Credi- 
tors, and; Mountains of Gold if he will but 
change his Religion, imitating herein the 
old Serpent, who with his fawning flatte- 
ries, — our firſt Parents, they will 
undertake to provide for his Children, to 
put his Daughters into Nunneries, and his 


Boys into ſome Abby, or good imploy- 


ment; but no ſooner are they debauched, 
but as the Prieſts ſaid to Fudas, after he 
had betrayed his Lord, ſee thou to that, 
they flight them, and leave them in the 
lurch, their promiſes are forgotten , and 
through deſpair of what they have done, 


end their days like 7:das, with a Rope. If 
a fewd Son would ſhake off his Fathers 


yoak, 


o 
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yoak, they ſhall flock to him with the 
greateſt pretences and profeſſion of kind- 
neſs, pittying him, and promiſing great 
matters if he will but joyn himſelf to their 
Church, If a Daughter be diſorderly or 
undutiful to her Parents in this, after the 
like manner will they encourage her, pro- 
mifing to help her to a good Match, they 
entice her into their Nunneries of unclean- 
neſs, and will oblige her Father to maintain 
her, and pay great ſums of money yearly, 
and rather more than his Eftate'can poſh- 
bly bear, If a man be proſecuted for any 
crime, the changing his Religion is a ſure 
Refuge; by this means the old Count de 
Lorge hath ſaved his life when he was in 
the Baſtile for coynage of money ;. many 
others by the like courſe have eſcaped their 
due reward : If a Man be fick, and, by rea- 
ſon of poverty, is carried to the Hoſpital, 
his entertainment will be very harſh and 
mercileſs; and unleſs he renounces his 
Religion, he will be forfaken by all, and 
die miſerably. A Daniſh Gentleman was 
carried to an Hoſpital at Pars, called Ho- 
tel de Dieu, being mortally wounded, the 
Papiſts carneſtly preſt him to renounce his 
former profeſſion of the true Religion, but 
finding him to perſiſt firmly and unmova- 
ble, they made uſe of falſe apparitions of 
ſuppoſed Devils, appearing with a Deaths 

.X head, 
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head, wherein they had put lighted Can-_ 
dles, telling this poor young Gentleman, 
that he ſhould be damned if he' did not 
turn his Religion z by theſe things ſo terri- 
fying him, that he died in deſpair the 24th. 
of Fanuary 1666. | 

The King hath of late put forth a Pro- 
clamation againſt all Church-men that 
ſhall embrace the Reformed Religion, de- 
claring them Apoſtates, thereby to have 
the better Plea to puniſh them. They are 
by this Proclamation to be baniſhed for e- 
ver, which is contrary to Liberty of Con- 
fcience granted by the Edits to all manner 
of Perſons Eccleſiaſtical and Civil : this in- 


deed cannot but ſeem ſtrange, that theCler- | 


gy ſhould ſuffer their own Order to be 
treated in this manner, becauſe they verily 
believe that the intention of the Prieſt is 
required in the Sacrament; and what inten- 


' tion can they have, who by conſtraint are 


kept in the profeſſion of a Religion which 
they believe. to be falſe : Me-thinks they 
ſhould be affraid of forcing men to be guil- 


' ty of Sacrileds, Hypocriſy, and Profane- 


neſs againſt their wills, and making ſo ma- 
ny Idolaters; for according to their own 
Dorine in ſuch a Caſe, if the Prieſt had 
not a right intention in Conſecrating the 


- Elements, the people then adore nothing 


but Bread Ta 
Bye 
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But this is not all the miſery the Re- 
formed Churches lye under ; the Mini- 
ſters are hindred from Preaching the Goſ- 
pel to their Flocks, for fear of having them 
ſcattered, their Mouths are ſtopped by 
threats and violence; they are forced to 
pay great ſums of Money ; they are Ba- 
niſhed, caſt into Dungeons, and in ſhort, 
uſed at the pleaſure of the Roman Cler- 


Thoſe Cities where the Proteſtants 
were molt numerous and powerful, have 
ſuffered molt, as Monrauban, Millan, Ro- 
che!e, which Churches were the moſt flou- 
riſhing in France ; the firſt of theſe hath 
loſt its Univerſity , its Priviledges and 
Freedom, been Pillaged, 5 or 6000, Soul- 
diers put in Garriſon ſeveral Months toge- 
ther; many of the Principal Inhabitants 
been, ſome Hanged, others Burnt, others 
have had their Houſes plundered and de- 
moeliſhed ; many by ſevere and barbarous 
uſage conſtrained to go to Maſs, and at 
laſt forced to accept of a general pardon 
for ſuppoſed crimes ; for durins the time 
of the pretended tumults objected againſt 
them, there was neither a Sword drawn, 
nora Gun ſhot off, nor a drop of blood 


ſpilt, nor any violent a&t committed; it 


was only a company of People met toge- 
ther in their Church, according ro their 

| uſual 
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uſual manner, that ſent to the Kings De- 


puty in the Province to intreat him to for- 
bear the Execution of the Kings private 
Letter which deprived them of that Right 
which moſt juſtly belonged - to them, 
(namely, their Claſſes or Colledges built 
by them at their own charges) and gave 
them to the Jeſuites; they deſired only 
fo muck time, as to acquaint his Majeſty 
with their Pleas and grievances. - This 1s 
the Crime for which thiey have been trea- 
ted as ſeverely as if they had made an at- 
tempt againſt the State; and ſince that 
time, they have been at the Mercy of the 
cruel Prieſts; that deal with the miſerable 
Inhabitants in a moſt Tyranical manner. 
Aillau hath been threatned after the ſame 
manner, only becauſe the Proteſtant Inha- 
bitants did bury a dead Corps after their 
uſual manner, contrary to 56 Kings Pro- 
clamation, that forbids them many eX- 
preſſions of kindneſs, or Charity, and Sor- 
tow on ſuch occaſions, 

In Rechel the Papiſts have Baniſhed moſt 
of the Richeſt and Wealthyeſt Inhabitants, 
and Jaid greater Taxes on the reſt, - But 
theſe Cities have been much more favou- 


tably dealt withal than Privas:This Town 


cid very much flouriſh vndet the protecti- 
on of the late Deceaſed King, and the In- 
habitants were confirmed there in their 
Priyts 
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Priviledges by ſeveral' orders from the 
King, ſo that they have enjoyed a long 
ſpace of Peace for about 32 or 33 years ; 
but now of late they have been all baniſh- 
ed the Town and its territories after a 
moſt Savage Barbarous manner, 

\ Theſe Inhabitants that were near five or 
fix hundred Souls,, Men and Women, be. 
fides Children, are now driven from their 
Habitations, arid forced to wander up 
and down, to ſhelter themſelves in Woods 
and Foreſts, as the miſcrable Beaſts, they 
hot being ſuffered to reſt in any habitable 
Place; 

I ſhall in the next place oive a brief dc- 
count of the Cruel uſage of' ſuch as have 
been bred up in the Romiſh Religion), 
when from a ſenſe of their former delbfi- 
ons, they embrace the Proteſtant faith, 
cotitrary to. the Jiberty of -Conſcience 
granted by all former EdiQs ; if they be 
Females their Parents take them away by 
violence, ahd hutry them away into Con- 
vents, where they are-moſt' Barbaroufly 
perſectited, kept only with Bread and 
Water, ſometimes Famiſhed and Starved 
to Death, ſometimes Whipped to Death; 
ſometimes the ſubtileſt Monks and Fryers 
come to viſit them;to diſcourſe and enſnare 
them, with promiſes 6f diſpoſing of them 
wen Marriage, - and according to their 
D Frick? 
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Inclinations , ſuiting moſt Diabolically 
their temptations; -and if theſe will not 
prevail, they. force their Parents to diſin- 
herit them 5 and in caſe they perſi(t, then 
either the Minilters, or ſome Relations or 
Friends are accuſed for having ſeduced 
them from-their Church; if they be Males; 
they are conmonly diſ-inherited : A thou- 
ſand examples might be brought of theſe 


_ Cruelties practiſed by the Papitts againit | 


the French Proteſtants, 

Thus I Fave with: all the brevity that 
may be, laid open the firſt canſes of all the 
cvils befallen the reformed Church; . firſt, 
Juſtice is denied them, their Judges being 
their Adverſaries; their Courts of Edits 
(where they made all their complaints, an 
whence only,if at any time they had Juſtice 
done them) demoliſhed, although by a 
peaceable Poſſeſſion for 70 years enjoyed, 
and confirmed likewiſe by various Edits 
and Declarations of the King, yet are they 
at this very day ſo miſerably oppreſt with 
ſuch ſevere Decrees, that the hardeſt heart 
carinot but pitty and relent at the very re- 
lation of their Miſeries. # 

One Decree forbids their ſinging of 
Pſalms in their Houſes. 

By another Decree they are prohibited 
a correſporidetice one with another, ' 


They are by another rendred uncapable 
0 


Pe 
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of bearing; any Office : by another their 
Miniſters mouths are ſtopt, ſo that they 
cannot Preach, but are in continual danger 
of being accuſed for not ſpeaking with re. 
verence.of the Church of Rome, . L 

__They are forbidgefi, to Print Books in 
Vindication of their Religion, without the 
Magiſtrates Order, and the Kings Attour- 


pected... am ces 

They ate . forbidden any private Meet- 
ings of their Miniſters to , regulate the af. 
fairs of their Congregations, and ſee to a 
punctual obſervance of the publick Diſci- 
pline. For in the Interval of time, bc- 
tween the Provincial Synods, it was their 
cuſtorn to Ordain new. Miniſters 5 now 
they are forbidden any ſuch praftice of or- 
daining, to the end that the Churches may 
be deſtitute of Miniſters, and conſequently 
of the Word and Sacraments 
Another Decree forbids theini to do Acts 


.hy Generals, which can never be ex- 


_ of Charity to any of their Brethren, when 


they , cannot themſelves Vindicate their 
Cauſe againſt the adverfe party. 


By another their Miniſters .ate not ſuf-. 
fered to, Preach at any conſiderable di- 
ſtunce from their Reſidence, that they 
might not have the priviledge of a plurg- 
lity, may Congregatiohs being but ſmalf, 
ard unable to migintain a, Miniſter 5 where- 
D 2 fore 
: | 


W The Dcp'oralle Cate 
fore, till this Decree, two or three Con- 
S'Fgations joyned their © Rocks together 

or the better ſubſiſtence of a Paſtor. 

© Now it's very: obſervable, that this po- 
verty proceeds. from the detention-of one 
hundred thirty five thoufand French Livers , | 
granted as a, Penfivn' by King Henry the 
4th. for: the*cntertainment of ſuch Mini- 
(ters "for were this payment continued by- 
the Kings Officers, every Congregation 
would have a diftindt Miniſter. 
. Their National Synod are prohibited, 
their. publick Schools taken from them e- 
very where, ſo that their Children cannot 
be taught by any of the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, and'are often -taken'from them and 
ſhut vp-in Convents, and their Parents 
forced to maintain them in ſuch places. 

*. They have not the Liberty to make a 
profeſſion of any mechanick arts and ſcien: 
ences, ſo.that all means of ſubſiſtance is ta- 
ken from them, 'and of that little they 
have, they are frequently Pillaged and 
Plundered,; they are forced to the repairs 
and rebuildings of. the Idolatrous Popiſh , 
Churches, Chappels, the' Prieſts Houſes, 
\wore than the Papiſts theraſelves, | 
* Their lives and eſffates are in continual 
danger; for if they be charged with any 
ſuppoſed Crime, they have no Courts of 
.edicts to relieve them; but muit ſub. 
HERE 1m1t 


\ » 


\ 


j 
\ 


mit to'the Parliaments and higher Courts, - 
/The:Liberty of Conſcience, ' formerly” 
Sranted, 1s miſerably abridged , and" the 
Inquiſition in effect (eſtabliſhed and ſet up, 
they not daring to diſcover their minds be-: 
» || \ forethe Papilts, for fear. of being accufed. 
of Blaſphemy. FOLLY. BC Ca 
If any befick, they cannot lie quietly in 
their own Beds, at their own houſes,- nor 
1n the Hoſpitals, without continual ſolici- 
tations from Prieſts and Monks to change 
their Religion, they having the Liberty to 
enter their houſes at pleaſure, which to 
dying men, though-never ſo well fixed in 
their Religion, muſt needs be a great trou- 
" ble and Torment. | | 
The Prielts by this liberty frequently 
and falſly pretend that the deceaſed party 
by ſigns or otherwiſe, diſcovered a deſtre 
that their Children ſhould be bred up by 
them-in-the Popiſh Religion. Thus did 
they deal by Mr. Rugi/ Ma'ter of Zans 


Y 


rorge, "if | 

Ifa Man in a violent feavour lying un- 

i der a deirrinmn, lets fall the leaſt exprefion 
whereat the Prieſt can catch any hold, they 
take it for a real converſion, and then drive 
out of the Chamber all his former Friends, 
even his own Wife,taking away at the ſame 
time his Children into thetr Caitody, And 
it he chance torecover, they will force-kim 
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t0 go to Maſs, or elſe they put the De- 
cree againſt Revolters in Execution a- 
gainſt him. 

* If they find a fick man in his right Senſes, 
_ they will then by ſubtile. fallacious queſti- 

ons examin him, as whether he: will not 
embrace a true Faith, or a good and ſound 
Doctrine, and whether or no he deſires to 
dye in the true Church. 

' Thus are theſe poor wretches perſecy- 
ted to death, and in ſome fence even in 
their graves, their friends meeting with 
' much trouble to convey them to their 
Graves, and many have been taken up 
thence, and by the Papiſts Burnt, as hath 
happened lately at Reres. 

The Biſhop of V/ſez lately in a ſpeech to 
zhe-King in the name of the reſt of the 
Clergy, after his and their thanks for what 
his Majeſty had done againſt the Prote- 
ſtants, he Exhorted and Conjured him to 
firike the laſt ſtrokg at them, he having a 
moſt fit opportunity wholly to deſtroy 
them. | 

The Parliament of Bear, and the Cler- | 

y of Pau have very carneſtly requeſted 
the ſame, and there is no doubt to be made | 
by any, after the reading of all theſe inhu- | 
manities, but their requeſt will be grant- | 
ed, though tor ſome ſhort time it be de- | 
layed, | | ; 


By | 


By theſe former inſtances we may ſee 
how well the Edict of ants, made: by 
King Henry the fourth, and fince frequent- 
ly ratified as a perpetual and irrevocable 
ordinance is obſerved. I 

This cruel uſage we cannot in reaſon 


F | | 
i *'F 'think proceeds from any miſdemeanours 


committed by them againſt the King, ſince 
the former Declarations, Edicts,and grants 
of Liberty of Conſcience to them, the: 
1 King having declared the contrary in his 
1 Declaration of 21. May 1652. and in his 
k Letter 1655. he uſeth theſe words ſpeak- 
ing of the Proteſtants, I have good reaſon 
to praiſe their affeftion and fidelity for 

i » my ſervice, they having on all occaſions 
\ | given me ſufficient proofs, by contributing 
always to the welfare of my affairs ; this 

Letter 1s in Print. 

| How unjuit then this ſeverity is, any ra- 
| tional man may Judg ; moſt of the ſevere 


Edicts already mentioned. have been made. 


| of late years, one whereof,not yet related, 
I ſhall add, and with that conlude, viz. 
That it's prohibited to the Proteſtants, to 
depart the Kingdom, according to the 
Council of the Marqueſs of Chaſteler. 

A ſad Example of this ſevere Decree, I 
ſhall ſhew you in the moſt barbarous and 
unjuſt procedure of the Parliament. at 
Reuen againlt the Lady Bauroger and her 
; | D 4 Davgtt 
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Daughters, and Mr. Le ine, Paſtor of 
the Proteſtant Church at Rozen, occaſion- 


cd by the flight of Madamoiſell Darques, 


out of France-into England,” 


Mr. Darques a Counſellor of the Parlia- 
ment of Rozen, had a Qaughter' brought | 
up all her life time under the tuition of the 


Lady le Grand her Grandmother , in: the 
Reformed Religion; the Lady le Grand 
being 85. years of age, and dayly ready to 
Expire, ' /Zadamsiſelle Darques fearing to 
be perſecuted for her Religion by her Fa- 
ther- and Mother, and other Relations, 
who frequently on that account ſeemed 
diſpleaſed with her ; ſhe took her leave of 


her Graridmother, and privatly withdrew + 


her ſelf out of the Kingdom: Hereupon 
Mr. Dargzes her Father, accuſed the Lady 
Bauroger and her Davghters' with a pre- 
tended Crime of Rape and forcible carry- 
ing away his ſaid Daughter, who he ſaith 
is yet in nonage, although ſhe excceds 


| twenty, which by the Laws of Normandy 


is counted full age, The pretext or Co- 
Tour for this ſuppoſed Crime was the Inti- 
mate friendſhip'and acquaintance of the 
Lady Bauroger and her Daughters with 


Matamoiſele Dargnes, Maiy perſons 
were employed to ſurprize the Lady Bau- 


roger, and to give a greater iikelinood to 


pHis urjuitly inpured Crime, Mr, Fugerel 


a 
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a Councillor of the ſaid Parliament, made 
her - three ſeveral viſits, ſhe being on her 
occaſions at ſuch times abroad; This wor - 
thy Lady not willing to paſs by ſuch civili- 
ries, went not long after to repay his viſits 
and to know his buſineſs : Mr. Fugerol re- 
plyed that he had been thrice to wait on 

er, about a buſineſs, touching which if ſhe 
would give him a ſatisfaQtory anſwer, he 
ſhould account nimſelf infinitly obliged to 
her. ' He told her that Mr. Darques was 
extreamly diſconſolate at the departure of 
his Daughter, and that with tears he had 
intreated'him to make her the viſits he had 


>made, to prevail with her ſafely to con- 
» veigh for his ſake, a letter to his ſaid 


Daughter, to remove ſuch fears as ſhe 
ſeemed (by this aþſenting her ſelf from 
him, and her other friends, and flying into 
a ſtrange Country) to lie under, He told 
her, that he knew that Madamoiſelle Dar- 
ques was very familiar with herDavghters, 
and on that account he hoped to vuniler- 
ſtand whether ſhe was gone, and the lctter 


\ he had written, which was-full of expre(ſ- 


ons of kindneſs and promiſes of- many ad- 
vantages might be delivered to her. He 
entreated her to write alſo to her to pcer- 


| ſwade her to truſt to her Fathers promiſes, 


and he would ever acknowledge the kind- 
neſs, . The Lady Barroger could not im143- 
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Sine that a perſon reputed a man of Ha- 
'nour, ſhould by this viſit and diſcourſe en- 
ſnare her, but with all civility made him 
this anſwer, That ſhe knew not where 
AAadamoiſelle Darques was for the preſent, 
but as ſhe was a Friend of her Daughters 
in all likelihood, in a ſhort time ſhe might 
know the place of her retreat, and how to 
write to her ; That ſhe was very willing to 
ſerve them both, if Mr. Fxgerolles would 


engage that ſhe ſhould not be brought into 


any trouble; but as then ſhe proteſted, that 
ſhe knew not whether the young Gentle. 
woman was gone; However at their Re- 
queſt ſhe would write a Letter, and in it 
encloſe her Fathers Letter, to be ſent by 
the firſt opportunity ſhe could hear of. 
' The next day Monſieur Fugerolle came 
tothe ſaid Lady with a Letter from Mr, 
Darques unſealed, he communicated to her 
its contents. pe 2 > 
The Lady took it on condition that no 
inconveniency might befall her, which was 
premiſed in this manner by the ſaid Fuge- 
rolle, that he would engage to ſave her 
harmleſs. unleſs -that /Aadamoiſelle Dar- 
qries was found in her houſe. The Lady 
B'auroger wrote afterwards a Letter accor - 
ding to her promiſe, endeavouring to per- 
ſwade the young Gentlewomen on her Fa- 
$hers promiſes (which ſhe did eſteem mo 
rea 
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real and fincere) to retarn ; this Letter ſhe 
ſent open to. Mr. Darques , deſiring to 
know whether it was according to his 
mind, who returned it to her with many 
thanks, highly approving of it. Theſe 


| Letters ſhe, without delay, ſent to Pars, 


to a Daughter that reſided in that City, de- 
firing her, if ſhe could by any means learn 
where Madamoiſelle Darques, was to ſend 
thoſe Letters to her; but after ſome time 
ſpent in vain, not by all her enquiry diſco- 
vering the place of her retreat, theſe Let- 
ters were ſent back to Rouen, Hereupon 
this Lady underſtanding by Mr. Fugerolles 
that the young Gentlewoman was in Erg- 
' land, ſhe not dreaming of the delign laid 
againſt her, ſhe deſigned to ſend the Let- 
ters into England, and to direct them to 
her Siſter, Married to the Right Honoura- 
ble the Lord Hollis; but whilit ſhe was 
thus contriving to ſend theſe Letters, Mr. 
Darques being moſt impatient at his 
Daughters abſence, ſent her a moſt rude 
meſſage, whereat being netled, fhe return- 

, ed himthe two Letters by Mr. Fugerolle. 
A few days after this, Mr. De Geriſie, a 
Nephew of the Lady Bauroger, one im1- 
ploy'd by Mr. Darques in the mannage- 
ment of ſome Law-Suits, came to viſt hez, 
and told her that Mr. Dargues was fully 
perſwaded that ſhe knew where his 
Daugh- 
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52 Tho Deplczable Eftate 
Davghter was, and that he was reſolved 
to proſecute her if ſhe did not Rdcuinly 
reſtore her to him again, 


"The Lady was much ſurprized hereat, 
and ' perceived too late. the treacherous 


dealings ſhe had met withalz ſhe returned 


therefore this anſwer't>  Monſiew Cerifie, 
that ſhe had nothing to ſay to him, as he 
was Mr. Darques his Delegate; that ſhe 
had given an account of her Commiſſion to 
Mr. Fugerolle, at whoſe requeſt ſhe had 
underraken it without promiſe of ſucceſs ; 
And when he enquired on what ground the 
thoughr to conveigh with ſafety a Letter to 
her, her reply was, that ſhe knew her to 
be an intimate acquaintance of her * 
Davghters, and therefore doubted not 
but ro hear from her where ever ſhe were, 

according to her promiſe. Mr. Darques 
being informed by Mr, Cerifie of what had 
paſſed between the Lady Bawroger and him 
in their Conference, he cauſed the ſaid La- 
dy and her Daughters to be ſummoned, to 
Sive perſona! appearance, that they might 


be examined by the Bayliff of Rowen, and 


Report thereof might be made by him to 
the” Judges, —- 

The Judges of the Court, only upon 
this Information, paſſed a ſentence againit 
the faid Lady and Daughter, becauſe out 
of her kindneſs to Mr. 2a :9ues and his 
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Daughter, ſhe was willing to receive and 
conveigh,' if poſſible, a Letter, which. im- 


. ported nothing but a.Compliment, and a 


DD 
-—- 


few ſorrowful expreſſions. for her leaving 
him without any farewel, and deſiring to 
hear from her, - When the Lady Bauroger 
ſaw theſe unjuſt proceedings againſt her, | 


(and that Mr. Le cine, Miniſter of the 


Proteſtant: Church at Roxe, had been 
clapt in Priſon meerly on ſuſpicion of ha- 
ving ahand in the departure of the young 
Lady) ſhe went privately out of the City, 
and fled to Orleans with her two Davgh- 
ters, where ſhe had not long been, but one 
of her Daughters fickned with the mall 
Pox and died, and leaving her Sifter infect- 
ed with the ſame ſickneſs, in the ſpace of 


three weeks ſhe likewiſe deceaſed, to -the 


unſpeakable-grief of her Mother, who had 


.no other Children but theſe two Davgh- 


ters, and they by all eſteemed as accom-. 
P41{ht as any in the whole Country. This 
unſupportable - loſs any one would think 
ſhould ſoften the hardett hearts, and put a 


ſtop to al} the former unjuſt proceedings 1 in 


Law, which had no otherground, but that 
this worthy Lady profeſſed the Proteitant 
Religion. But alas, infead of pitty,theſe 
inhumane Bruits (for they deſerve not the 
name of men) continued ttill to proſecute 
her, inſfomuch that ſhe was forced to go to 
Paris 
- 
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Paris to acquaint his Majeſty with her In- 
nocency, by the means of his Excellency 
the Lord Leckart, Embaſſadour from the 
King of great Britazn. 3 
The Lord Embaſſador having received 
the Lady Baxroger into his houſe, acquain- |, 
ted Mr. Pempore, one of the French Kings 
Miniſters of State , with her Caſe, and 
prefled him very earneſtly to move the 
Kinginit; accordingly he did, but could 
obtain no other anſwer, but that the buſt- 
neſs was to be examined and tryed in the 
Courts of Juſtice; and thatit was but rea- 
ſonable that a Father ſhould proſecute for 
the carrying away his Daughter, | 
Not long after Mr. Darques upon falſe 
informations, for he could not jultly ac- 
cuſe the Lady of any thing but of the re- 
ceipt of his Letter; he procured a ſentence 
in the Bayliffs Court of Rozen, the Kings 
Officers conſenting thereunto, that the ſaid 
Lady ſhould be condemned to dye,: unleſs 
ſhe ſhould bring back the ſaid Madameoſelle 
Dargques, but the reſt of the Court gave 
this following ſentence, that the Lady Bax-, 
roger ſhould be baniſhed nine years out of 
the juriſdiction of the Bailyſhip of Roxen, 
that ſhe ſhould be condemned to pay all 
Colts, and a Thouſand Pounds Stetling as 
a penalty or fine, | es 
When the ſaid Lady heard of this ou 
| jOnT 
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and unmerciful ſentence, and that her E- 
nemics were ready to ſeize all her Eſtate, 
ſhe went to Roar, yielding her ſelf a Pri- 
ſoner, knowing her own innocency, and 
that he that governs and over-rulzs all 
things, was able to ſet bounds to the ma- 
lice of her Adverſaries. 
This Lady after twelve weeks cloſe 
Confinement, made an Appeal to the Par- 
liament, her Adverſaries not being able to 
prove that ſhe had any knowledge of the 
flight of ſadamoiſelle Darques into Eng- 
land, and obtained this ſentence : 

That the Lady Baxroger ſhould be re- 
leaſed out of Priſon without being ab- 
ſolved or condemned ; that ſhe ſhould pay 
all the Coſts of ſuit which were great, the 
Proceſs having depended Eight Months. 

This example alone may ſerve to diſco- 
ver the inhumane pracices towards the 
poor proſecuted reformed Churches, ma- 
ny large Folios cannet contain the innume- 
rable examples and Relations, not forged 
Stories but real truths,of the injuſtice done 
to the Proteſtants. 

I ſhall conclude this ſhort Narrative with 
a true and exact Relation of the ſufferings 
of a Gentleman of an ancient Family, na- 
medMr. Mondeville leFanue,who hath been 
in the Common Goal of. Caen in Norman- 
dy, above the ſpace of three years, and ſtil 
continues. - This 
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56 _The Deplozable Eſtate, 
"This Gentleman in the year 1655. was 
Married to a Gentlewoman bred up in the 
Popiſh Religion; by her he had ſeveral 
Children, the firſt was a Daughter, and his 
Wives Kindred intended to carry her a- 
way by force to be Baptized according to 
the Romiſh ſuperſtition, to that, end and 
purpoſe his Mother in Law procured from 
the Judges of Caen an expreſs command 
to the Miniſters of the Proteſtant Church 
not to Baptizc the Child on pain of five 
hundred Livers of Fr4zce forfeitute, -con- 
trary to the Kings Declaration, Ano 
1669. Article 39. expreſt in theſe terms, 
weorder and command that the Children 
whoſe Father is a Proteſtant, ſhall remain 


In their Parents Cuſtody, and thoſe that 
ſhall take them away and detain them, 


ſhall be conſtrained to reſtote them: Here- 
upon he -was con{trained by Night, to a- 
void the inſolency and fury of the common 
People,to carry the Child as far as Bayenx, 
five French Leagues diſtant from Caer, 


there to be Baptized after the manner of 


the reformed Churches. 


As he was going to Baptize his third 
Child at the Proteſtant Church in Cazz, 


the Vicar of St. F-hns Church topped him, 
and tvok him by the Throat ſucidenly, in 
ſo violent a manner, that he almoſt choak- 


him; and to avoid the ſury of the Com- 


mon 


{ 


} 


y 
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mon people, who began to flock about 
he returned to kis houſe. 

The laſt being a Daughter, was carried 
away by. ſtealth by the fore-mentioned 
Vicar, and was Baptized in the Romiſh 
way: | 


"FF. The Mother of theſe Children ſhortly 


after dying, although by the Cuſtom of. 
the Country the Father hath the right of 
being Guardian and Tutor of his Chil- 
dren, yet moſt unjuſtly and contrary to the 
39th. Article of the EdiR, the Relations of 
the deceaſed Gentlewoman, who, were all 
Papiſts, choſe her Brother, who needed 4 
Tutor himſelf, to have the care of the E- 
ducation of theſe Children. And there- 
upon he was condenined to give up his 
Children into the Care and Cuſtody of 
this young Guardian : from this fentence. 
he made his appeal to the Parliament of 
Roxen, but his Adverſaries by their falſe 
Witneſſes, and a counterfeited Contra& 
before Marriage, allowing the Education 
of his Children in the Romiſh ſuperſtitious 
Church (which he evidently cleared) two 


\ Jobgwens paſſed againſt hini and were 
confirm 


ied, enjoyning him to deliver up his 
Children under the Penalty of eight him- 
dred livers French Money : Upon this he 
Petitioned the Rings Council, and ebtain- 
e&« Letter under the Kings Seal to Mr. 

k Chanila 
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$8 The Deplorable Cftate 
.Chamilla, [ntendent of Caer, commanding 
him to put a period to this affair ; but he! 
being wholly ruled by the Biſhop of 
Bayeux, and other of the Clergy and | 
and ridged Papilts, this: poor Gentleman 
was made Priſoner ; and at the taking of 
him, they miſerably abuſed him, beating . 
him, tearing his Cloaths, breaking his 
Sword, dragging him after this manner in 
the Streets, and in all-probability, had not 
a Gentleman, named the Vicount of Caer, 
coming by, cauſed him to be put in his 
Coach, with his Guard'to conduct him to: | 
Priſon, he had been Maſfacred by the blou- 
dy Crew. Beſides all this bad uſage, ſome 
Debtors to him have ebtained an injuncti- 
on upon any proceeding at Law againſt '| ' 
them, until he ſhall deliver up his Children; 
His Eſtate is all feized, and he kept at the 
Kings allowance, that hereby he may be 
compelled, not having wherewithal to buy 
Bread for his Children to deliver them up. 
This order was confirmed and given-by fix 
Eccleſiaſtical Councellors. _ - | 

All that thefe inbumane wretches have | 
to alleadg for this barbarous uſage, is this, 
that they hold it right and Equitable to | 
deprive a man'of whatever goods or com- | 
forts he enjoys, in favour of their Religi- 
on, which ought to take place of all pri- 
vate: Intereſts whatſoever ,, as: they ſay , 
CREN. nl ee | ſumma 
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|| ſumma eſt enim Ratio que pro Religione fa 
- | cit - andby this pretious Maxime of theirs 
| S this worthy Gentleman for not proſtitu' 
\ | ting his Children to their diabolical ſuper- 
- | ſtitions, hath been for more than three 
| years Impriſoned and placed among the 
h moſt notorious Rogues, who for their Vil- 
|| lanies are under reſtraint : Neither can 
| this poorGentleman,on any ſollid grounds, 
ever hope for deliverance, till ſuch time as [ 
' | bydeath he receives that Glorious Crown Rl 
and reward promiſed by Chriſt unto afl Ft 
ſuch as are faithful unto the Death, 
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Here follows a Liſt or Cata» | 


 logye of the Proteſtant Churches 
demoliſhed in France, by Order of the 
King and his Council, 4 


Anno 1661. 


- z4le, inthe Dioceſs of Mompellier. 
| 1662. Os 


'By a Decree of. the 21, of Fuly Lucque z 


23. Churches in the County of Gex, by 
a Decreeof 23. Auguſt, 

Gex, Chalez. Peron, Divone. Grally. Craſſy, 

Colenges, Farges. Pougny. Ceſſy. ' Cequy,” 

Sopverny. Coulez, Verſoy, Croſſet, Chevry, 
"Pouliy, Ateyren, Vergmier. Pregny. Sacone 

ay. Thozry, St.Gian. 

1683... +, 

Aubiſian by a Decree the 1 1th. of Fa7. In 
.; Provence, 13, Churches by a Decree of 
- theath. of March;'viz, 

Lants. La Caſte. Gignac, D' Ongles, D'Op- 
peaettes, Signarques. Roquefin. Gordes. La, 

Baſtide, Des Groſ. La Breoulli Soulters, 


#fontagnac by & Decree 1 5th. of 7nne. 89. | 


 Chyrches condemned by 6, Decrees the 
Fw of Ofob. in the Dioceſs of Vſez, 
Nimes and Manae. Scil. 

 Bellegarae 


/ 


TY a Decree of the 24, March. St. Baw | 
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Bellegarde in the Dioceſs of 1 ifmes Mar- 


vejols les Gardon Hommiers. 


l Pucchredon, Lougrian, St. Nazaire des 


Gardies, Orthou. St, Fean de Serres, Cexas, 
Cambo. Maſſulargues les Anduze, Dourbies. 
Aguzan, St. Profen. St. Benezert, St. Savi- 
t. Fobn of Crieulon, Gaty- 

Zieres. St. Bonet de Salendrengues. Gaujac 
near Anduze. St. John de Banſſells. Lanves 
jl. V abres, Candiac, Maſſanes. Liouc. Bra- 
gaſſargues, Brouzet, Roxnret. St. Tulien de Ia 
Nef. Roquedum. Conrbes, Sendras. St. Fohn 
du Pin, Maruejols in Vaunage. Boardie, 
Dioceſs of Uzes. Benezet. Concoules. 
St. Fohn of Cerargues. Yillefort, Combas. 

. Touſet. Mejane. St, Hypolite de Caton, Ca- 
ftlenan, Deſplane. Monteils, Martimargues, 
Fone on the Luſſan. St. Bauzile of Vzes. 
Brueys, Rauhiac, Serignac, Avejan, C aunts. 
Ozos. St. Martin of Valgalges, Gadar gues. 
Megrane, Arlande. Montagngs. Verfennl. 
Move. Poguadoreſſe, St. Vithor of Malcap, 


St. Stephen of Forvene, Foiſſac, Monmurailte, | 


Feſe, Maugieres, La Rovinere: 


In the Dioceſs of MANDE. 
Grifac, Caftelhouc.. Balme near Barc. Adon- 
w_ Mazaribal. Timelac, AMande- 
zaur of Rouffes.. Frasſuret of Fourgues, St. 
Andiot, St. Andre of Lanciſe, St. Michael 


of Dezee, St. Laurence of Trebe. St, Fulicn 
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of Points, Pont of Montnert, Ribantes, 
St, Caſine, Geneyrac. St.- Fulien of the 
Neff. St. Fohn' of Rocques, La. Rouviere, 
La Brugicre, Cincens, Bizarre Ardaillers, 
Cros. Taileyrac. Salargues, Breaw, Bou- 
villargues, Guoyſargues, Marignargues, 
Rodilian. St. Cexarre, Courveſſac. AMon- ; 
tredon, Leques, Salinelles the lefſer. Ga- 
larqnes, Aſperes,  Buzanargues, Pullatelle. 
Colorges, Lafeours. Cruvicres, Gujane. 
Creſpien, Vis. Sanzet. Rochegude. Seynes. 
Daumeſargues, Boviſſet. St, Martin of 
Campelade, Taranx, Fortarzche, 


| ' 1664. | 
 Seywe by a Decree the 12th. of May. » 
Landeuty 
Gerees 
Sernay Septemb. 22. 
Rue des Boheins | 
Leval. 
St, Croix de Candele 


 Fehaw. ORob. ; 


Petrie. 
Afelbaw. 


Alencon 20, Oftober. | 
New Church of AMontauban the 29th, of 
October. | 
The Church at Neſmes the 28th. of Ne- 
vembey, | 


1665. 


oo I 6065. 
Churches Demoliſhed in Bretagne, the 
.- 19th. of Fanuary. 
Syon, .Croiſie. La Rochebubnard, Dinan, 
Ploer. St. Malo, | . 

In P:cardy the 27th. of Fanuary. 
Salonel. Caneſures, Lindeboenf 23, April 
Le Meſil | | 
42. Demoliſhed ih Poiftou by a Decree of 

the 6th, of Auguſt. » 
Belabre. Chavigny. Exoudua, St, Gelate; 
Courteilles, Benay. | Couhe, Aartillac, 
Puigne, Peſelechat. Parthenay. Le Vugean, 
St. Benoir, Puybeliart. Lucon. La Channe, 
Belleville, Poire. St Hermine, Le Boupire, 
Chanteunay. St. Gilles Survye, Tulmont, 
 Marewllo, La Faudovimicre, Mavilleren, 
St. Fulgent, St, Fovin de Mills, bent. 
La Braſſardiere, Lachat aizneraye. Fat fſay. 
La Buardiere. Cezay, Aubanie, Guire, 
La Bouchetiere, Lande Blanche. La Aits 
liere, Buiſragon. La Chapelle Temett, La 


AMerwicre. 


What Churches hath been deſtroyed ſince 
| 1666. though there hath been many, yer 
few of their Names are come to my 
hands, unleſs 
| In 1672, 
St. Andre of Beanſſe, Decemb. 20, 
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In 1673. 
By a Decree, Feb, 3. = 
Unet, Galapian, Favillet, Aimmet, Lig< 
neux, St. Barthelmy ae la Perche, | 


There are fix times more Churches .de-. 4 


ſtroyed, He. does not ſpeak of hun- | 
dreds and above deſtroyed in Boarn,and 
infinite others Y 
Many beſides theſe are demoliſhed, and 
near two hundred in the black Role are 
Regiſtred, which are by moſt feared in 


a ſhort time will be condemned, 


_—_— 


« —— 


* Dh. AV 3s - 
- 4 => G pom 


ER Ae eats > > een In 


| 64 The iDeplozable Eftate. 


—— — Es IRC ke 
W... $0, +0 v 066 09 0 
4 
5 
_ 


 Unet, Galapian. Favillet, Aimmet, Lig< 


7; ESE ISR —— - 
= - Ip A Mn 
_ Fs ot - BR wins rhe IG Enos ett Fenn Hr 20% 


In 1673. - 
By a Decree, Feb. 3. F 


neux, St. Barthelmy ae la Perche, 


There are fix times more Churches .de- 
ſftroyed, He does not ſpeak of hun- 
dreds and above deftroyed in Boarr,and 
infinite others. E | 

Many beſides theſe are demoliſhed, and 
near two hundred in the black Roſe are 
Regiſtred, which are by moſt feared in 

a ſhort time will be condemned, 
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| Perſecuted and Oppreſſed 
PROTESTANTS| bl 


| In ſome Parts of | | 
ll | Germany and Hungary: | 4 
Laid open ina q ( 


JM EMORIA L 


Which was lately preſented at 


f W: 
(By 
. : 
q z0 }- 
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TO Hts 
Imperial Majeſty, 


By His Majeſty the King of Swedez's 
Ambaſſador Extraordinary, the: 1-1 
Count of Oxenjtieras. 


Fo 


——— 


Printed inthe Year I675. 
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| May it pleaſe » Your Sacred Imperial 
E--:; and Rajal Majeſty "5 


Hereas His Sacred Royal 

/ Majeſty, my moſt gracious 
Lordand Maſter,doth che- 
riſha good and due opini- 
, on. of Your Sacred .Imperial Majelties 
Equity and Indulgence upon all occa- 

ſions; ſo doth He, with the greateſt 

confidence, rely on, and moſt earneſtly 

requeſt the ſame, as to the ſtraits and 

neceſſities of the moſt afflited Prote- 

ſtants, living -within your Kingdoms 

and Provinces « For Honour, Conſci- 
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3 even Humanity it ſelfurpe it. His Roy- 
'[& \al Majeſty had indeed much ratherbave 
$ ſpared the mention of a thing ſo often 
repeated, nor would-he have ſtirred a- 

ny. more in this buſinefs, had the Pro- 
miſes ſo.often made formerly,and now 


F 2 lately” 


ence. and not only Chriftianity, but 
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The Caſe of the Proteſtants 
lately renewed by the Count Of Stern= 
bergb, 4 hat thoſe of the Auſpurge Cunfeſ- 
fon ſhould be fo treated,tht neither they, nor 
any other Proteſtants in their name, ſhould 
have any occaſions of complaint , obtained 
hitherto the due and hoped effe& ; and 
if. nothing-had been done againſt them, 
contrary to the Grace and Indulgence || 
ſo certainly promiſed them by Your | 
Imperial Majeſty : But how far other- |} 
wiſe it fares with them hitherto, and 
how notoriouſly miſerable their con- |: 
dition, although it may perhaps be | 
concealed by the cunning of ſome Ze- | 
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S 
lotes, who Intercept tne Groans of the 
oppreſſed Proteſtants from coming toil . 
the moſt benign Ear of Your Sacred Im- | 
perial Majeſty-; yet His Sacred Royal jj 
Majeſty hath, to His no ſmall grief, nn- 
derſtood, by no leſs fad than certain 
retations. And he hopes, that Your 
Imperial Majeſty will not think ſtrange, | 
if he cannot beho]d, withour regret, | 
and without interpoſing in their behalf, Þ 
that His own Religion ſhould, in thoſe | 
of the ſame Pr1feſſion, ſuffer ſo diſmal 
a Perfecution 3 and under this colour, 
that ſo many, not: only innocent, but 
well-deferving perſons, ruined in all 

& eheirFortunes,ſhould be expoſed to on 
| moſt 


in Germany aid Hungary. Y 
moſt exquiſite Contumelies and' mocks "| 
eries; and that the Proteſtant Minitters, 'Y 
elpeciatly in the Cities. ot Hungary, Le- t | 
opoldople, Capugrine, Camara,and otiiers; ' 
| being molt violently ſeized oh, thould: = | 
g. be pillaged, and infolencly abufed; and; | x | 
{ flead with ſtripes, ſtarved with Hgnger 4 | 
! and hakednels, be- thruſt down-into 
| moſt loathſom and horrible Priſons, N! 
{ among Snakes: and Toads'; and'more- 
over {o bound and maiacled, thirthey | 
Y want all defence'to help themſelves a- 7: 
gainſt the Venomous Creatures; /and ; 
k 
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that even where they are moſt favGur- 
1 ably dealt with, and ſuffered to liveas 


| ' bove ground, that there vel compels || 
led to Employments, not fo labori6us, -:1-7, _ 
but the moſt filthy and noiſomi that'can , 
, be invented, loaded perpetually” with | 
1 WY Chains more cruel{y,than tho(s that are pl 
L euilty of the moſt heinousParricides!or j 
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T reaſons, without all commiſerarion; | 
without any fariety: In mocking, abu- 
s fing them, they ſhouldlead x life; than | 

_ which, Hell itſelf 'may ſeem more to- if 

lerable: To this' may 'be-added;; rhat .l 
"WM to deprive their Sotys and Conſciejees 
of all Means of Inſttu&i-n; all Schools 
'Y ancall Helps of good Education-and 
Piety, by. which their Youth ought/in 
TI F 3 their 


ASC 


& The. Caſs of 'the-Proteſtants 
their- tender age ta: be brought up,and. 
formed for-uſeand ſerviceableneſs, and. 
to. 2 faithful ſybjeftion towards Your 
Imperial Majeſty, are, without any're- 
gardio the maintenanceof PublickFarth: 
abſolutely refuſed. them, That I may 
not: paſ6 by, how even they. are not al- 
lowed Baptiſm by, the Hands of Prote- 
ſtant. Minifters: 3, chat. the uſe of theip 
Churches, either by their own Bloud 
gained from the Trek, or at the Prote- 
ſtants own Charges built by the: Impe- 
ria] Conſent and Permiſſion, is refuſed 
them, Itis in earneſt, very ſad,. that 
the things of this World ſhould ſo, far 
be.-pretered before. thoſe of Heaven ; 
that, whiſe Players: and Mountebanks 
have'places aſſigned; nay, and Priyiled- 
ges granted them, and ſo much tender- 
neſs :is uſed to that - ſost of People, 
which never is without-.nuſla nceand:in- 
convenience to; others; thole that have 
embraced. Chrift,,:and:; are - neither 
troubleſom,: nor! jncommodiqus tothe 
Pabhek, but do-ſerjoutly pray; for the | 
health and ſafety of; Your Imperigl|/Maz ' | 
zeſty, are In the mean time debarred zo | 
Joyn'3h Prayer, *under a mean thed, 
where it rains through ; nay, under 
the open Sky, or it-the privacy of their 
| | own 
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i-in-Germany: and Hungary. | 
own Houſes, and that under-pain of the 
moſt intolerable puniſhments. It is far 


from His Sacred Royal Majefty,hereby 


to,impute any fault. ro your Imperial 


Majeſty, a Prince.lo renowned for Cle- 


mency,Eguity,and Honour ; eſpecial” 

ly, when He calls.cq. memory, how great 

Evideuces, You haye given of, a Mind, 

defervedly abhoring and condemning 

this. Banner of proceeding , {o; barba- 

roys, {9 contraxy to the gentle Rule of 
Ebrilt, and the Apoſtolick -Example of 
Charity, nor only by Your benjgn.An- 

(wers and. Promiſes.declare&tomis Sa- 
cred Royal Majeſty, by his Miniſters, 
but alfo by Your Praiſe-worthy Edits, 
publiſhed. in fayour of the Proteſtants, 

after theExample of Your Predefeſfors 
of moſt Glorious; Memory, who.dil- 
dained nat.to o9.the Proteſtants a- 
mong their faithful Subje&sgand to, in- 
terpoſe their. Authority. for. ſecuring; 
them. Burt while, thoſe. milerahh]e Per- 
fons. confide. in thoſe Recards, and 
Your Imperiah Majeſty emulates ; the 
Renown of Your Anceſtors ,, With a 
worthy tenderneſ;, towards them, and 
all others; it ſo happens , that the 
Fruit, of fo great,.a Virtue, and lo great 
Benefit, is. blaſted, both as ro Youy 
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_ TheCaſe of the Proteſtants 

Imperial Majeſty, and-:thole tor whom 
1t was defign'd;and that your inviolable 
Imperial Word is eluded andiafringed 
by I know not what tricks and preten- 
ces 3 the miſerable Proteſtanrs never li. 
ved in lefs fecurity, than atter the ob- 


taining the Declarations and Laws.'for *| 


their ſecurity, as if they were made 
only for a time, not ſo much for the 
ffegardof the Aﬀifted.as for a ſhow: of 
Clemency, but not ro avail againſt the 
Cruelty of Perſecution; 'The Authors 
of this Calamity might have diſcharged 
their Duty much 'better, would they 
havEendeavoured to maintainYour Im- 
perial Honour and Dignity, by an 
Execution conformable to Your ſo Be- 


_nignImperul.intention, rather than to 


undermine andoverthrow it forProfane, 
far from Pious purpoſes. By which it 
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comes to that paſs at laſt, that if is not 


Jawful for Men to be Godly, Honeft, 
and Loyal and ſo many Chriſtian and 
moſt Sincere Souls being driven out of 
the Dominion of Your Imperial Maje- 
ſty,are, which is a thing moſt miferable, 
bound under the yoke of the Turkiſh 
Slavery, OT 1279) THe 
His Royal Majeſty wonld not depre- 
ate the utmoſt ſeyerity/againſt the Pro- 
ER 0. reſtante 
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in Germany and Hungary, 
ſtant Sub:es of Your Imperial Maje- 


Foundation of Chriſtian Salvation, bur 
from ſome Additionsto the Apoſtolical 
Dodrines,, did involve them in any 

| Crimes or Wickedneſs; if this their 
'= Nonconformity in Religion did car- 
{ rupttheir Loyalcy,or the Civil Happi- 
| neſs; if the Proteſtants did by Sedjrjoug 
| Counfels riſe up againſt Your Imperial 
Majeſty; if by Riots or Irregular Tu- 
mules they attempted upon: Your Su- 
preme Authoricy ; if they avoided any 


Duty ot moſt Loyal Subjets ; or if 


they obeyed Your Commands with leſs 

, readineſs than the Papiſts : But ſeeing 
the contrary 1s manifeſt to a] men.,not- 
| withſtanding the falſe Gloſs of Conſj pi- 
racy, or being' Complices therein, 
, wherewith their Perſecutions are for 
'M the. moſt part culoured ; -whereas the 
Y Proteſtants live quietly and peaceably, 
and approve themſelves, as becomes 


them, towards their Prince, and do ſo 


much abhor the Crime of Treaſon or 
. Diſloyaſty, that there is nothing which 
they do more earneſtly deprecate, than 
the neceflity of parting with their Al- 


 lepiance; nor any are mare ready, than® 


they 


ſty, if their diſſenting not trom the 
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firument of Peace, i in favour of the Protg+ 


. erantedto forme of them; and particur: 


Lhe Cafe of the Proteſtants 
they, to ſacrifice their Eſtates, their Boe 
dies, and their Lives, for Your In\peri+ 
al Majefty , againft the \Infidels; only | x 
defiring ro/keep their Souls untainted, | 
Let thoſe, who are the Authours of 
theſe ſevere Counſelsagainſ} them,con- L 5, 
fider well, what account they can make | \ 7 
co His Imperial Majefty,. if thoſe fatal |f. , 
Accidents, which may enſtze hereupon, |} f 
} 
! 
t 
| 


bur, which God forbid, ſhould at ſome 
rime or other, turn your leverity BRan 
chemſetves:: 

7 His Sacred Roya! Majefty hath in the 
Kean time commanded ime. to repreſent 
fo Your Imperial Majeſty, how.clean 

31d remarkable the wards are of the. n+ 


an dah OY 


frants ihhabicing the »Kingdoms aud 
Provinces* of Your Imperial Majeſty , 
and of the'/molt Serene Houſe:of Auttrag, , 
whereby the free Exerciſe of Religion 
is inviolably, explicitely,: and by name 


Oi F rp 


Girly ro thofe of Silefie: 'Thecondition 
of otha3'in this matten'is reſpited:te 
anothertim?, to be diſpatched by'ithq 
Amicable*nterpoſition-of His Royal 
\ Majeſty, and- the humble Interceſſion 
*Cyhich has;notwithſtanding, hitherto! 
been fo vainly attempted) of the _ 
i= DO 


in Germany and Hungary. 
of the Auſpurge Confeſſion. Verily it 
| can ſcarce be believed, without injuring 
|| thoſe, who laboured in that fo pious 
| | and ſincere Agteement, that they did 
! add this Clauſe in vain, (though ſuch 
A, it hath hitherro proved) or that they 
J intended to delude miſerable Perſons 
{ with deceitful hopes: Foralmuch theres 
{ fore, as 10 leſs 1n reſpe to the Publick 
Honour and Dignity, than to the Na- 
! ture of all Agreements, the Words -of 


{ thing; the leaſt that they can operate 
muſt be, that the Proteſtants may bg 
left however in the ſame ftate that they 
} Were, When the Peace was concluded; 
s And His Royal Majeſty hopes, that 
Your Imperial Majeſty will no more 
3 infiſt upon the DiſtinAion uſed by the 
Court of Sternberg in Sweden, between 
the Dutcbies. of Sileſia, belonging ta 
S Your. Royal Chamber and Table, and 
T others, andupon the excluding of Hux+ 
s gary from theſe Kingdoms of Your Im+ 
_ perial Majeſty, which are compretendy 
ed; in the.Senſe of the. Pacification 
Seeing neither that Diſtintion,nor this 
Excluſion, hath any foundation at all 
igithe Inftruments of Peace, but doth 
Mer direaly oppoſe it, Which things 
Prone being 


! that Clauſe ought to operate ſome- « 


The Coſe of the Profeſtants 
being ſo, tiis Royal Majelty doth, with 
all the power that He properly nach of 
mntreating and prevailing with Your 
Imperial Majeſty, tor thoſe oppreſſed 
Proteſtants, groaning under ſv great 
rigor and cruelty of Inquiſitiors. bee 
feech and conjure Your [mperial Maje- 
ſty, by the Rights ot the Friendſhip, 
and ſincere Correſpondence perpetual» 
ty to be obſerved with Your Imperial 
Majeſty , by the Publick Tranquil- 
lity, by Your own Clemency, by Your 
Honour, and even by Your Self, that in 


conformity to the Priviledges granted 


by your moſt Auguſt Anceſtors, and 
by Your Self to the Proteſtants, and to 


' the Publick Laws and Agreements, 


You would command, that they may 
have liberty of Conſcience; and that 


reſtoring in Your Kinedoms and Here- ' 
Gitary Provinces the Exercife of their 


Religion, together with their Church- 
es, Seminaries and Schools, which here- 
Tofore belonged to them, You would 
deign oncefor all, to revive the Spirits 
of the Proteſtants, drooping under the 
want of their Divine Worſkip , from 
that deſperate life, in which at preſent 
they ijanguiſh 3 and that You W' 
think fit'to retain them as Yours, ws 

are 
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in Germany and Hungary: 


I are Yours, both by their Birth, and by 
the Duty of their inviolated Loyalty, 
| And hereby it will come to'paſs, that 
|} henceforward Your Imperial Majeſty 
| will be free from all further interrup- 
- |, tions of thoſe, who interceed for 
. ] them, and that as many miſerable Per- 
- || Cons, as do now with ſighs and groans 
{ 'Jament unto Gofl their ſad condition ; 
| [4 fo many hereafter ſha}! with Praiſes 
| Þ Celebrate the Goodneſs and Equity of 
their moſt Indulgent Lord and Empe- 
Z - rour, and with moft ardent Prayers re- * 
| comments to Heaven Your Health, Life 
| and proſperity. | 
4 Burt in particular, foraſmuch as ſe- 
| veral undoubted Rights and Privi- 
ledges, which being by the Inſtrument 
SY of Peace, to the Proteſtants of the Order 
of Knights, and their SubjeAs, in the 
F _Dutchies of Silefia, Tropaw, and Fegern- 
= dorfe, have been divers ways infringed, 
| and, as far as poſiible, utterly torn in 
pleces, partly by new Articles added 
two or three years ago to the Provin- 
cial Ordinance of Tropaw, and partly 
by ſundry bold attempts of the Miſ- 
fionaries of the Riſhop of Olmuts ; 
His Sacred Royal Majeſty doth 
exceedingly, and moſt inſtantly 
urge 
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The Caſe of the Protefrants 


_ nrgeYourS:cred Imperial Majeſty, that | mn 
'you would deign to leave inviolate, N ft 
and maintain not only the aforeſaid | ti 
. Orders of Knights, and their Subjefts, | Y 
in the ſaid Places but alſo whatſoever E 
other Proteſtants , living within the | i 
other Dutchies of .Siltefia, jn full and | 1 
quiet Liberty of Conſcience, and Edu- || | 
cation, (as doth moſt rightly belong | 


by the Publick Agreement) and in the | 

Right appertaining to them hitherto, || 
as well of ſerving in the Publick Dig- 
nities and Offices of the Province, as 
of purchaſing and poſſeſſing imme- 
vable Goods or Lands rherein. And 
to that Purpoſe, that You would not \ÞÞ ; 
onely haften to Cancel the Articles:of | 
the ſaid Ordinance, by which this is | 
forbidden; but alſo either to remove ! 
and recal] the ſaid Miſſionaries, or ſo #7 
to bridle their rigid and licentions {# 
proceedings , that they may for the | 
fature defiſt from the moſt unjuſt vi- | 
olence, they have hitherto exerciſed, 
in Reforming Religion in the Cities of | 
Leobſchutz, Jeſchin, and other Terri- ” | 
tories adjoyning, (againſt which, the | 
_ three years Intercgfhon and Sollication 
of His Royal Majeſty hath produced 
no other effe&, than that above four 
 hwidred 
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in Germany hd Hangary. 
hundered Inhabitants of Leobſchutz are 
forced to. wander, begging through 
the Neighbouring Countries) and that 
You would: cauſe them to reſtore to 
the forelaid Order of Knights, without 


any. impediment, the Feudatary Lands 


hitherto uſurped, from chem : Where- 
by this alſo will of conſequence fol- 
law, by the Clemency and Equity of 
Your Sacred Imperial. Majeſty , that 
thoſe Miſſionaries thall no longer have 
power, under pretence of I kyow not 
what Contingences of the Stole, and 


ſuch like, to diſpoil the wretched Pro- 


teſtants of their Eſtates ; eſpecially ſee- 
ing by this way of proceeding, they 
do nothing but make in the Domini- 
ons of Your Imperial Majeſty, a fad 
ſolitude for want of good SubjeAs; 
they chaſe away the Inhabitants from 
their Cities , the Husbandmen from 
tie Land, and compel the otherwiſe 
molt honeſt and moſt Loyal Subjeds 
of Your Imperial Majeſty, either to be 
:|] ones, or to have no being 
- In the ſame manner, about the be- 
inning of this Year, at the inltances 
of His Sacred Royal Majelly, and pre- 
vious toa perpetual Sanftion, it was e- 
ſtabliſkhe@ by. Your Sacred Imperial 
Wort 
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ht Caſe of the Proteſtants 


Word, and by Publick Records; that 
the Proteſtants living in Himgery, and 
articularly the Citizens of Eden- 
urg, whio are, ifany, ſigna] and devo- 


ted in their ſubjeFion-to Your Impe- 
rial Majeliy, ſhould have free Exerciſe 
of their Religion ; yer afterwards it 


hapned, that their meeting for Divine 


Worſhip was removed from Edenburg 
to Eyſeniadt, whither there. is no go- 
ing ſafely, or without moſt grievous 
inconvenience, by reaſon of the di- 
tance of the Places, and the Paſſage 


. Infeſted by the Enemy, although there | 


was no Probable reaſon for it, and 
why the Publick Faith ſhould be in this 
degree interrupted ; unleſs perhaps, 
that the Liberty and Rights of the Pro- 
ceſtants being looſened and weakened 
by the dangers and troubles 6f that 
change, might, in concluſion, be utter- 
Jy overthrown with the greater factli- 


ty. His Sacred Royal Majeſty there- 


fore, as judging, that nothing doth 
more belong to Him, and nothing 
ought to be profecuted by Him, with 
more earneſt affe&ion, than the fafety 
of thoſe, whom the Communion of 
the ſame Religion endeareth to Him, 
doth Amicably, Brotherly, and moſt 
Vehemently 
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| Veliemently.: requeſt of Your: Sacred 
Imperial Majeſty, thats You would #c: 
length ſo fariconſider His fo often re- ! 
peated'Imerpoſition,- iy; Your own 
Honour, thac' the-Tibevties' fo prati-! 
, oufly-conftmied: by: Your'Self to thoſe 


of ror: may have the conveniete 
and deſired Bffed, and - that the Exe. 


ciſe:of their Religion, which, contrary. 

ro. the- Tenour of Your Grant, hath? 
been-caft out; or ( (as it! hath pleaſed the” 
ey wer > Ces in Fungary to exptels 
into a place; ſo improper,” 
EK with the Churches , that: 

have” beer -: taken: away's? andthe 

' /Schooks and'Colledges', which are ſo" 
exceeding neceffary, may 'be reſtored: 

both to* their- City, and to the- other» 
Cities and Towns; andithat; they may' 
enjoÞ! themif6r the firture freely, and: 
undiffurbed; ; whithouc any. tinderance: 
or violence, His Royal Majeſty de- 
fires Your Imperial Myajefty to be fully 
perſnaded;'that You ' cannor give-Hinr 
a more evident. 08: nor. acceptable 

/ Pledge '6f Your Benignz/ Friendly and 
edy Mind, thatsby ſaffering! 


Bratt 

Your Self v6 be: prevailed wich in-this 

Matter, by being leaſed, to ſecond, 

His moſt earneſt cabaid Charity to- 
_ wards 


The-Caſe:0f the Proteſtants 
wards His aflited Companions-in Re- 
Itgion; and by! giving. preſent eaſe. to, 
their calawicous Condition, + 

. Theſe things will extremely. increaſe- 
the Fame: of: : YourrImperial Majeſty's. 
Clemency,, and;:will not-.only-pur &. | 
maſt ſtri& Objjgeation:: Bpoh: Hig. 
Royal Majeſty; , but morgoveri.-upon: | 
ſo: many-. EleQtnys, Princes, and- States; 
of ; the Sacred; Roman -Empire , who: 
wilt reckon themſelves to.-be cheriſh-' 
ed- in: the; Perſons of -the: Proteſtants, 
and: will apply-cheir favourable: uſige- 
unto themiglyes3 and: will be Þ wok 
_ the: more ready:s;non that; actounty 

to:)oyn their. Arms; as; off.ag; 1t ſhall-be;, ſ 

neediul,, wity thoſe-of Yaur Itoperi-. W' 

al-Majeſty. againſt, the Comman Ene- 
_ my, as His:Roypl Majeſty offers Him 
t]f moſt-addiGed; ty all;Endeavours 
and. Offices, to Your: Imperial Maje- 


Y) YI 4h Grp bb. ad ein); 1 
+ And, ſo-promiſing my; (fan Equi= 
table, Benign; and Spacdy;Declaration, 
es;!cerning thofeahings; fromY ue Ini+ 
perial';; Majeſty;:icÞrecormmend - my; - 
{elf moſt fubmafſively- toi Your: : acs 
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